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Black Americans are at the heart of the greatest achievements of our history, from music to law, from
politics to sports, from literature to religion. Now the two leading African-American intellectuals of our day
show us why the twentieth century was "The African-American Century," with one hundred original profiles
of the most influential African Americans from W. E. B. Du Bois to Oprah Winfrey. Henry Louis Gates, Jr.,
and Cornel West offer their personal picks of the African-American figures who did the most to shape our
world. Here we find much-loved figures such as scientist George Washington Carver and civil rights leader
Martin Luther King, Jr., and contemporary favorites such as comedian Richard Pryor, novelist Alice Walker,
and golf champion Tiger Woods. We also learn about less well known people such as jockey Jimmy
Winkfield, aviator Bessie Coleman, and filmmaker Oscar Micheaux, and recognize the achievements of
controversial figures such as activist Angela Davis, Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan, and rap artist
Tupac Shakur. Each profile is a lively story in its own right. But taken as a whole, these one hundred stories
offer a unique window on the history of the twentieth century. Decade by decade, we marvel at the triumphs
of a people who began the century only thirty-five years "up from slavery," and ended it at the top of every
field. The result is a moving testament to the humanity and genius of black Americans, both individually and
together. "The African-American Century" reminds us that there would be no American culture without
black America. Without Louis Armstrong, Miles Davis, or John Coltrane, we would have no jazz. Without
Zora Neale Hurston,Ralph Ellison, or Toni Morrison, we would miss our greatest novels. Without Joe Louis,
Jackie Robinson, or Althea Gibson, we would have none of our most glorious triumphs in sports. Without
Thurgood Marshall, Dr. King, or Barbara Jordan, we would be deprived of the political breakthroughs that
affirm and strengthen our democracy. Whether we are laughing with Bill Cosby or dancing to rock 'n' roll,
whether we are listening to a great preacher or stunned by the power of a Spike Lee film, whether we are
building a business empire or fighting for justice -- we are all shaped and influenced by the African-
American experience. Written in a lively, accessible style and fully illustrated throughout, "The African-
American Century" is a celebration of black achievement and a tribute to the black struggle for freedom in
America that will inspire us for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Adrian Rogers:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The African-American Century: How Black Americans Have
Shaped Our Country. Try to make book The African-American Century: How Black Americans Have
Shaped Our Country as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Maria Carlin:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great along with important the book The African-American Century: How Black
Americans Have Shaped Our Country. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Rick Fountain:

Precisely why? Because this The African-American Century: How Black Americans Have Shaped Our
Country is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the
book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as
help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book?
If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Rosa Felton:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The African-American Century:
How Black Americans Have Shaped Our Country that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all
you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick The African-American Century: How Black



Americans Have Shaped Our Country become your own starter.
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