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Why study women and the industrial revolution? Deborah Valenze's groundbreaking reassessment of this
classic problem in European history reminds us that questions of gender and work are at the center of our
experience in the modern world.
Too often, the study of industrialization charts an inevitable and largely technological course. Valenze sets
aside this approach in order to examine the underlying assumptions about gender and work that informed the
transformation of English society, and in turn, our ideas about economic progress. How did England change
from an agriculturally based nation, in which female labor played an active and acknowledged part, to an
industrial power resting on a notion of male productivity? Through selective treatments of agriculture,
spinning, and cottage industries, Valenze shows how the rise of values of productivity and rationality
subordinated women of the working class and strengthened an emerging ethos of individualism. She also
analyzes the influential ideas of Thomas Malthus, Hannah More, and other authors, whose publications
reinforced these same tendencies in the early nineteenth century. In an elegant and compelling account,
Valenze charts the birth of a new economic order resting on social and sexual hierarchies which remain a
part of our contemporary lives.
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From reader reviews:

Kathie Richmond:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great as well as important the book The First Industrial Woman. All type of book
could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Robert Farley:

This The First Industrial Woman are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
reason of this The First Industrial Woman can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your
before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both
in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The First Industrial Woman forcing you to have an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Lillian Trimmer:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The First Industrial Woman, you
may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it?
Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Cheri Tow:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And also you know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to
increase you knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to
something by book. Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this The
First Industrial Woman.
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