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The blame game, with its finger-pointing and mutual buck-passing, is a familiar feature of politics and
organizational life, and blame avoidance pervades government and public organizations at every level.
Political and bureaucratic blame games and blame avoidance are more often condemned than analyzed. In
The Blame Game, Christopher Hood takes a different approach by showing how blame avoidance shapes the
workings of government and public services. Arguing that the blaming phenomenon is not all bad, Hood
demonstrates that it can actually help to pin down responsibility, and he examines different kinds of blame
avoidance, both positive and negative.

Hood traces how the main forms of blame avoidance manifest themselves in presentational and "spin"
activity, the architecture of organizations, and the shaping of standard operating routines. He analyzes the
scope and limits of blame avoidance, and he considers how it plays out in old and new areas, such as those
offered by the digital age of websites and e-mail. Hood assesses the effects of this behavior, from high-level
problems of democratic accountability trails going cold to the frustrations of dealing with organizations
whose procedures seem to ensure that no one is responsible for anything.

Delving into the inner workings of complex institutions, The Blame Game proves how a better understanding
of blame avoidance can improve the quality of modern governance, management, and organizational design.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Marques:

This book untitled The Blame Game: Spin, Bureaucracy, and Self-Preservation in Government to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Cassandra Tucker:

Often the book The Blame Game: Spin, Bureaucracy, and Self-Preservation in Government will bring
someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book The Blame Game: Spin,
Bureaucracy, and Self-Preservation in Government is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get
the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Lourdes Tyner:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its
protect may doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic
as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be The Blame Game: Spin, Bureaucracy, and Self-
Preservation in Government why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will
not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Thomas Dacosta:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Blame Game: Spin,
Bureaucracy, and Self-Preservation in Government which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's notice.
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