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Entertaining and informative, Pets in America is a portrait of Americans' relationships with the cats, dogs,
birds, fishes, rodents, and other animals we call our own. More than 60 percent of U.S. households have pets,
and America grows more pet-friendly every day. But as Katherine C. Grier demonstrates, the ways we talk
about and treat our pets--as companions, as children, and as objects of beauty, status, or pleasure--have their
origins long ago.

Grier begins with a natural history of animals as pets, then discusses the changing role of pets in family life,
new standards of animal welfare, the problems presented by borderline cases such as livestock pets, and the
marketing of both animals and pet products. She focuses particularly on the period between 1840 and 1940,
when the emotional, behavioral, and commercial characteristics of contemporary pet keeping were
established. The story is filled with the warmth and humor of anecdotes from period diaries, letters, catalogs,
and newspapers.

Filled with illustrations reflecting the whimsy, the devotion, and the commerce that have shaped centuries of
American pet keeping, Pets in America ultimately shows how the history of pets has evolved alongside
changing ideas about human nature, child development, and community life.

This book accompanies a museum exhibit, "Pets in America," which opens at the McKissick Museum in
Columbia, South Carolina, in December 2005 and will travel to five other cities from May 2006 through
May 2008.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Mendes:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you
do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their can do which. It
said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school
until university need this specific Pets in America: A History to read.

Andre Roop:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the
crowded place and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated
the idea for a while is reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to
remain than other is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular
Pets in America: A History book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Nancy Collins:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get great deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is usually Pets in America: A History.

Mildred Kershner:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This publication Pets in America: A History was filled concerning science. Spend
your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel
when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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