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Impersonal constructions in the history of English form a puzzling category, in that there has been
uncertainty as to why some verbs are attested in such constructions while others are not, even though they
look almost synonymous. In this book, Ayumi Miura tackles this under-discussed question with special
reference to verbs of emotion in Middle English. Through a careful study of the behaviour of impersonal and
near-synonymous non-impersonal verbs, she identifies the factors that determined the presence, absence, and
spread of impersonal usage with the verbs concerned. Miura utilizes modern linguistic approaches, including
theories and methodologies adopted in the study of psych-verbs in modern languages, which bear close
relevance to impersonal verbs of emotion but have traditionally been researched separately. She also draws
on categorizations in the Historical Thesaurus of the Oxford English Dictionary and harnesses the online
Middle English Dictionary in a novel way, demonstrating that dictionary materials are in fact a valuable tool
in the study of early English syntax and semantics.

Miura concludes that a range of factors - such as causation, transitivity, animacy of the target of emotion, and
duration of the emotion - influenced the choice of impersonal constructions with Middle English verbs of
emotion. We can therefore make reasonable generalizations about when impersonal usage was licensed in
these verbs. This careful analysis of the correlation between Middle English verbs of emotion and use or
non-use in impersonal constructions represents a new empirical and theoretical contribution to the busy
research area of impersonal constructions in the history of English.
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From reader reviews:

Gabriel Reed:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Middle English Verbs of
Emotion and Impersonal Constructions: Verb Meaning and Syntax in Diachrony (Oxford Studies in the
History of English) book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

June Ross:

This Middle English Verbs of Emotion and Impersonal Constructions: Verb Meaning and Syntax in
Diachrony (Oxford Studies in the History of English) tend to be reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Middle English Verbs of Emotion and Impersonal
Constructions: Verb Meaning and Syntax in Diachrony (Oxford Studies in the History of English) can be one
of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you
with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Middle English Verbs of Emotion and Impersonal Constructions: Verb Meaning and Syntax in Diachrony
(Oxford Studies in the History of English) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and
enjoy reading.

Nicole Floyd:

The book Middle English Verbs of Emotion and Impersonal Constructions: Verb Meaning and Syntax in
Diachrony (Oxford Studies in the History of English) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily
after reading this book.

Susan Negri:

This Middle English Verbs of Emotion and Impersonal Constructions: Verb Meaning and Syntax in
Diachrony (Oxford Studies in the History of English) is great reserve for you because the content which is
full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences included.
So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you



straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Middle
English Verbs of Emotion and Impersonal Constructions: Verb Meaning and Syntax in Diachrony (Oxford
Studies in the History of English) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this book
already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?
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