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As July turned to August in 1914, all the Great Powers of Europe mobilized their armies and then went to
war with one another. It would take more than 50 months for peace to return, and the better part of a century
to heal many of the wounds.

Germany acted only near the end of a chain of actions by other nations, but German troops moved first and
set the pattern for the war. They smashed through neutral Belgium before thrusting deeply into France,
coming close to knocking France out of the war, and soon were making huge inroads in Russia as well. It
was a remarkable performance for an army outnumbered by its foes. Yet four years later the German Empire
was swept away, its army a shell, its people starving, its government in chaos.

How did the leaders of Imperial Germany come to make the decisions that committed their nation to an all-
or-nothing war based on a highly risky strategy?

This book explores the background of the decisions, what those who made them knew and thought, what
they failed to look at and why. It explains the Prussian Great General Staff (Großer Generalstab) and the part
it played in planning and preparing for war. It follows the action of August and the first part of September
1914 to show where they went wrong and how other options could have achieved Germany's aims with far
lower risk and cost. These options were realistically available and the book probes why the nation's leaders
failed to consider or rejected them.

The German leaders in 1914 weren't Hitler. They valued security over conquest and didn't go to war to
expand their empire. They weren't the first to light the fuze that led to war. They thought and acted as leaders
very often do. We can understand them in terms of patterns we see all around us, patterns we even see in
ourselves. Their decisions had results that were uniquely catastrophic, but the way they were reached was
quite ordinary.

The Plan That Broke the World explains it all briefly and crisply, in non-technical terms, drawing on the
latest research. There are 35 images, many unique to this book, to illustrate specific aspects of the story. Four
charts and thirteen high-quality maps, all but one drawn especially for this book, present complex
information in forms that are immediately understandable. There's no other book like it.

The book Web site is whatweretheythinking.williamdoneil.com/theplanthatbroketheworld

The Plan That Broke the World is a case study in the What Were They Thinking? series. The series Web site
is whatweretheythinking.williamdoneil.com/
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From reader reviews:

Kelly Thompson:

The book The Plan That Broke the World: The "Schlieffen Plan" and World War I (What Were They
Thinking?) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
So why must we leave the best thing like a book The Plan That Broke the World: The "Schlieffen Plan" and
World War I (What Were They Thinking?)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share
all of these. Book The Plan That Broke the World: The "Schlieffen Plan" and World War I (What Were They
Thinking?) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Aaron Marks:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This The Plan That Broke the World: The
"Schlieffen Plan" and World War I (What Were They Thinking?) is our recommendation to make you keep
up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Donald Noble:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Plan That Broke the World: The "Schlieffen Plan" and World
War I (What Were They Thinking?) why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Ronald Ruggles:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. Through
the book The Plan That Broke the World: The "Schlieffen Plan" and World War I (What Were They
Thinking?) we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person
must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt
to change your life at this book The Plan That Broke the World: The "Schlieffen Plan" and World War I



(What Were They Thinking?). You can more desirable than now.
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