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Embroidering the Scarlet A traces the evolution of the “fallen woman” from the earliest novels to recent
representations in fiction and film, including The Scarlet Letter, The Sound and the Fury, The Color Purple,
and Love Medicine, and the films Juno and Mother and Child. Interweaving her own experience as a
pregnant teen forced to surrender her daughter and pledge secrecy for decades, Ellerby interrogates “out-of-
wedlock” motherhood, mapping the ways archetypal scarlet women and their children have been exiled as
social pariahs, pardoned as blameless pawns, and transformed into empowered women. Drawing on
narrative, feminist, and autobiographical theory, the book examines the ways that the texts have affirmed,
subverted, or challenged dominant thinking and the prevailing moral standards as they have shifted over
time. Using her own life experience and her uniquely informed perspective, Ellerby assesses the effect these
stories have on the lives of real women and children. By inhabiting the space where ideology meets
narrative, Ellerby questions the constricting historical, cultural, and social parameters of female sexuality and
permissible maternity.

As a feminist cultural critique, a moving autobiographical journey, and an historical investigation that
addresses both fiction and film, Embroidering the Scarlet A will appeal to students and scholars of literature,
history, sociology, psychology, women’s and gender studies, and film studies. The book will also interest
general readers, as it relates the experience of surrendering a child to adoption at a time when birthmothers
were still exiled, birth records were locked away, and secrecy was still mandatory. It will also appeal to those
concerned with adoption or the cultural shifts that have changed our thinking about illegitimacy.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Baker:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Embroidering the Scarlet A: Unwed Mothers and
Illegitimate Children in American Fiction and Film. Try to face the book Embroidering the Scarlet A: Unwed
Mothers and Illegitimate Children in American Fiction and Film as your pal. It means that it can to become
your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by
the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Jerry Raminez:

This Embroidering the Scarlet A: Unwed Mothers and Illegitimate Children in American Fiction and Film
are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Embroidering the
Scarlet A: Unwed Mothers and Illegitimate Children in American Fiction and Film can be one of the great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with
information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just
about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Embroidering
the Scarlet A: Unwed Mothers and Illegitimate Children in American Fiction and Film giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Flora Godfrey:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
the book Embroidering the Scarlet A: Unwed Mothers and Illegitimate Children in American Fiction and
Film we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must
prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life at this time book Embroidering the Scarlet A: Unwed Mothers and Illegitimate Children in
American Fiction and Film. You can more pleasing than now.

John Hill:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Embroidering the Scarlet A: Unwed
Mothers and Illegitimate Children in American Fiction and Film to make your current reading is interesting.
Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book



to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st
opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Embroidering the Scarlet A:
Unwed Mothers and Illegitimate Children in American Fiction and Film can to be a newly purchased friend
when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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