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This is the definitive story of how the United States attempted to turn Japan into a democratic and peace-
loving nation by drafting a new constitution for its former enemy—and then pretending that the Japanese had
written it. Based on scores of interviews with participants in the process, as well as exhaustive research in
Japanese and American records, the book explores in vivid detail the thinking and intentions behind the
drafting of the constitution.

Confusion and strife marked planning for the democratization of Japan, first in Washington, then in occupied
Tokyo. Policy makers in the State, War, and Navy departments, the Joint Chiefs, and the White House
contended bitterly over how to devise an “unconditional surrender” that would minimize Allied casualties
while according the victor supreme authority over a soundly defeated Japan. By war’s end, there were still no
firm guidelines on a host of crucial issues, including how the Japanese system of government could be made
acceptably democratic.

The first months of occupation were chaotic, with General MacArthur organizing his staff around loyal
followers and edging out experts sent from Washington. Hampered by a narrow interpretation of the terms of
surrender and wishful thinking about Japanese compliance with American expectations, MacArthur set in
motion a fiasco. Because of a translator’s error, Prince Konoye, three-time Prime Minister of Japan, thought
MacArthur had entrusted him with revising the Japanese constitution and assembled a staff of constitutional
law experts and set to work. However, conservatives in the Japanese cabinet denounced his efforts and
produced their own version, which MacArthur found unacceptable.

MacArthur then secretly instructed his staff, with its very limited knowledge of either Japan or constitutional
law, to draft a new Japanese constitution, which amazingly they did in a week’s time. Expecting approval of
its own draft, the Japanese cabinet was stunned when presented with a completely different American
document. So unrelenting was the pressure exerted by MacArthur’s officers that it was clear to members of
the cabinet they had no choice but to adopt the American draft more or less intact, and publish it as their
own.

Because of the broad range of its meticulous research, the book will be a standard reference not only for
students of Japanese history but also for legal scholars, diplomatic historians, and political scientists.
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From reader reviews:

Lana Alvis:

In other case, little people like to read book We, the Japanese People: World War II and the Origins of the
Japanese Constitution (2 Volume Set). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important some sort of book We, the Japanese People: World War II and
the Origins of the Japanese Constitution (2 Volume Set). You can add information and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From
your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Heidi Garcia:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This We, the Japanese People: World War II and the Origins of the Japanese
Constitution (2 Volume Set) book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will
find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of We, the Japanese People: World War II and the Origins
of the Japanese Constitution (2 Volume Set) content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you
continue to thinking We, the Japanese People: World War II and the Origins of the Japanese Constitution (2
Volume Set) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Isaiah Owens:

This We, the Japanese People: World War II and the Origins of the Japanese Constitution (2 Volume Set)
usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this We,
the Japanese People: World War II and the Origins of the Japanese Constitution (2 Volume Set) can be one
of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone
with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can
bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that
this We, the Japanese People: World War II and the Origins of the Japanese Constitution (2 Volume Set)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking
that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Katie Mueller:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That We, the Japanese People: World War II and the Origins of
the Japanese Constitution (2 Volume Set) can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one



book you have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your
friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate?
We should have We, the Japanese People: World War II and the Origins of the Japanese Constitution (2
Volume Set).
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