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The first edition of Bearing Witness brought together for the first time 176 slave narratives from the state of
Arkansas. Now, this new edition adds ten previously undiscovered accounts. No one knew the truths of
slavery better than the slaves themselves, but no one consulted them until the 1930s. Then, recognizing that
this generation of unique witnesses would soon be lost to history, the Works Progress Administration's
Federal Writers' Project acted to interview as many former slaves as possible. In a continuation of the
project's interest in the life histories of ordinary people, writers interviewed over two thousand former slaves,
more than a third of them in Arkansas. These oral histories were first published in the 1970s in a thirty-nine-
volume series organized by state, and they transformed America's understanding of slavery. They have
offered crucial evidence on a variety of other topics as well: the Civil War, Reconstruction, agricultural
practices, everyday life, and oral history itself. But some former Arkansas slaves were interviewed in Texas,
Oklahoma, and other states, so their narratives were published in those other collections. And more than half
of the testimonies in the Arkansas volume were interviews with people who had moved to Arkansas after
freedom. Folklorist George Lankford combed all of the state collections for the testimonies properly
belonging to Arkansas and deleted from this state's collection the testimony of later migrants
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From reader reviews:

Doris Geer:

With other case, little people like to read book Bearing Witness: Memories of Arkansas Slavery. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book
Bearing Witness: Memories of Arkansas Slavery. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Cindy Searcy:

Bearing Witness: Memories of Arkansas Slavery can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We
all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Bearing Witness:
Memories of Arkansas Slavery nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Gina Hill:

This Bearing Witness: Memories of Arkansas Slavery is completely new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Bearing
Witness: Memories of Arkansas Slavery can be the light food for you because the information inside this
book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by
anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy
even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book
style for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Roosevelt Alday:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By the book Bearing Witness: Memories of Arkansas Slavery we can consider more advantage. Don't
that you be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Bearing Witness: Memories
of Arkansas Slavery. You can more attractive than now.
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