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The history of writing, or so the standard story goes, is an ascending process, evolving toward the alphabet
and finally culminating in the "full writing" of recorded speech. Writing without Words challenges this
orthodoxy, and with it widespread notions of literacy and dominant views of art and literature, history and
geography. Asking how knowledge was encoded and preserved in Pre-Columbian and early colonial
Mesoamerican cultures, the authors focus on systems of writing that did not strive to represent speech. Their
work reveals the complicity of ideology in the history of literacy, and offers new insight into the history of
writing.
The contributors--who include art historians, anthropologists, and literary theorists--examine the ways in
which ancient Mesoamerican and Andean peoples conveyed meaning through hieroglyphic, pictorial, and
coded systems, systems inseparable from the ideologies they were developed to serve. We see, then, how
these systems changed with the European invasion, and how uniquely colonial writing systems came to
embody the post-conquest American ideologies. The authors also explore the role of these early systems in
religious discourse and their relation to later colonial writing.
Bringing the insights from Mesoamerica and the Andes to bear on a fundamental exchange among art
history, literary theory, semiotics, and anthropology, the volume reveals the power contained in the medium
of writing.

Contributors. Elizabeth Hill Boone, Tom Cummins, Stephen Houston, Mark B. King, Dana Leibsohn,
Walter D. Mignolo, John Monaghan, John M. D. Pohl, Joanne Rappaport, Peter van der Loo
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From reader reviews:

Jose Longoria:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Writing Without
Words: Alternative Literacies in Mesoamerica and the Andes is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Bryant Kelly:

The experience that you get from Writing Without Words: Alternative Literacies in Mesoamerica and the
Andes could be the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Writing Without Words:
Alternative Literacies in Mesoamerica and the Andes giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase
well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this Writing Without Words: Alternative Literacies in Mesoamerica
and the Andes instantly.

Daryl Glover:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Writing Without Words: Alternative
Literacies in Mesoamerica and the Andes can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one
book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate?
We should have Writing Without Words: Alternative Literacies in Mesoamerica and the Andes.

Tammy Campbell:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up being
exactly added. This book Writing Without Words: Alternative Literacies in Mesoamerica and the Andes was
filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book
which you wanted.
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