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When did the kid who strolled the wooded path, trolled the stream, played pick-up ball in the back forty turn
into the child confined to the mall and the computer screen? How did "Go out and play!" go from parental
shooing to prescription? When did parents become afraid to send their children outdoors? Surveying the
landscape of childhood from the Civil War to our own day, this environmental history of growing up in
America asks why and how the nation's children have moved indoors, often losing touch with nature in the
process.

In the time the book covers, the nation that once lived in the country has migrated to the city, a move whose
implications and ramifications for youth Pamela Riney-Kehrberg explores in chapters concerning children's
adaptation to an increasingly urban and sometimes perilous environment. Her focus is largely on the
Midwest and Great Plains, where the response of families to profound economic and social changes can be
traced through its urban, suburban, and rural permutations—as summer camps, scouting, and nature
education take the place of children's unmediated experience of the natural world. As the story moves into
the mid-twentieth century, and technology in the form of radio and television begins to exert its allure,
Riney-Kehrberg brings her own experience to bear as she documents the emerging tug-of-war between
indoors and outdoors—and between the preferences of children and parents. It is a battle that children, at
home with their electronic amenities, seem to have won—an outcome whose meaning and likely
consequences this timely book helps us to understand.
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From reader reviews:

Peggy Nunes:

The guide untitled The Nature of Childhood: An Environmental History of Growing Up in America since
1865 is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Nature of Childhood: An Environmental
History of Growing Up in America since 1865 from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Judith Craig:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Nature of Childhood: An
Environmental History of Growing Up in America since 1865, you can enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Gay Swiderski:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended for you is The Nature of Childhood: An Environmental History of Growing Up in
America since 1865 this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why
this book suited all of you.

Carl Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually The Nature of Childhood:
An Environmental History of Growing Up in America since 1865.
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