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Philip II is not only the most famous king in Spanish history, but one of the most famous monarchs in
English history: the man who married Mary Tudor and later launched the Spanish Armada against her sister
Elizabeth I. This compelling biography of the most powerful European monarch of his day begins with his
conception (1526) and ends with his ascent to Paradise (1603), two occurrences surprisingly well
documented by contemporaries. Eminent historian Geoffrey Parker draws on four decades of research on
Philip as well as a recent, extraordinary archival discovery—a trove of 3,000 documents in the vaults of the
Hispanic Society of America in New York City, unread since crossing Philip’s own desk more than four
centuries ago. Many of them change significantly what we know about the king.
 
The book examines Philip’s long apprenticeship; his three principal interests (work, play, and religion); and
the major political, military, and personal challenges he faced during his long reign. Parker offers fresh
insights into the causes of Philip’s leadership failures: was his empire simply too big to manage, or would a
monarch with different talents and temperament have fared better?
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Marburger:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for all of us. The book Imprudent King: A New Life of Philip II ended up being
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The reserve Imprudent King: A New Life of Philip II is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book Imprudent King: A New Life of Philip II.
You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Mary Tillman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Imprudent King: A New Life of Philip II
publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand
by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating
skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Imprudent King: A New Life of
Philip II as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break
don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on
your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Patrick Adkins:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Imprudent King: A New Life of Philip II or even
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping
them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Imprudent King: A New Life of Philip II to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.

Shawn McDonald:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or
real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see colorful pics on
there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this age, many
ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this
Imprudent King: A New Life of Philip II can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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