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In early 1863, in the aftermath of Abraham Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation, Massachusetts began
recruiting black soldiers to serve in the Civil War. Although the first regiment formed, the 54th
Massachusetts, would become the best-known black regiment in the war, the second regiment raised, the
55th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, performed equally valuable service in the Union Army.

Burt Green Wilder, a Boston-born, Harvard-educated doctor-in-training, was among the first white officers
commissioned to staff the 55th Massachusetts. Like other officers serving in the state's African American
units, Wilder was selected for his military experience, his "firm Anti-Slavery principles," and his faith in the
value of black troops. From the time he joined the 55th in May 1863 until the regiment was discharged in
September 1865, Wilder recorded his experiences and observations. He described the day-to-day activities of
a Civil War surgeon, the indignities suffered by black enlisted men at the hands of a War Department that
denied them the same treatment offered to white troops, and the role of the regiment in the campaign around
Charleston and in Florida.

Service in the southern states also allowed Wilder to indulge a passion for natural science and comparative
anatomy, including the collection of unusual species, one of which?the spider known as Nephila wilderi?still
bears his name. After the war he completed his medical studies at Harvard and joined the faculty of Cornell
University, where he became a distinguished professor of zoology as well as an outspoken advocate of racial
equality.

In his introduction to the volume, Richard M. Reid analyzes Burt Wilder's diary and places it within the
context of the war, the experience of African American troops, and Wilder's life and career.
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From reader reviews:

George Bolin:

The book Practicing Medicine in a Black Regiment: The Civil War Diary of Burt G. Wilder, 55th
Massachusetts make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If
you can make looking at a book Practicing Medicine in a Black Regiment: The Civil War Diary of Burt G.
Wilder, 55th Massachusetts to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and
read a e-book Practicing Medicine in a Black Regiment: The Civil War Diary of Burt G. Wilder, 55th
Massachusetts. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So ,
how do you think about this book?

James Reed:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Practicing Medicine in a Black Regiment:
The Civil War Diary of Burt G. Wilder, 55th Massachusetts book because this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Audrey Stockman:

The feeling that you get from Practicing Medicine in a Black Regiment: The Civil War Diary of Burt G.
Wilder, 55th Massachusetts may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the
more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Practicing
Medicine in a Black Regiment: The Civil War Diary of Burt G. Wilder, 55th Massachusetts giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this Practicing Medicine in a Black Regiment: The
Civil War Diary of Burt G. Wilder, 55th Massachusetts instantly.

Mattie Martin:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Practicing Medicine in a Black Regiment: The Civil War
Diary of Burt G. Wilder, 55th Massachusetts can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating
this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This



particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So
, why hesitate? Let me have Practicing Medicine in a Black Regiment: The Civil War Diary of Burt G.
Wilder, 55th Massachusetts.
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