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When Abraham Lincoln issued his final Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863, he not only freed
the slaves in the Confederate states but also invited freed slaves and free persons of color to join the U.S.
Army as part of the U.S. Colored Troops (USCT), the first systematic, large-scale effort by the U.S.
government to arm African Americans to aid in the nation’s defense. By the end of the war in 1865, nearly
180,000 black soldiers had fought for the Union. Lincoln’s role in the arming of African Americans remains
a central but unfortunately obscure part of one of the most compelling periods in American history.  In
Lincoln and the U.S. Colored Troops John David Smith offers a concise, enlightening exploration of the
development of Lincoln’s military emancipation project, its implementation, and the recruitment and
deployment of black troops.  

Though scholars have written much on emancipation and the USCT, Smith’s work frames the evolution of
Lincoln’s ideas on emancipation and arming blacks within congressional actions, explaining how, when, and
why the president seemed to be so halting in his progression to military emancipation. After tracing
Lincoln’s evolution from opposing to supporting emancipation as a necessary war measure and to
championing the recruitment of black troops for the Union Army, Smith details the creation, mobilization,
and diverse military service of the USCT. He assesses the hardships under which the men of the USCT
served, including the multiple forms of discrimination from so-called friends and foes alike, and examines
the broad meaning of Lincoln’s military emancipation project and its place in African American historical
memory.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Walters:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
These are reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Lincoln and the U.S. Colored Troops (Concise Lincoln
Library).

Nick Zapata:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Lincoln and the U.S. Colored Troops
(Concise Lincoln Library) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Lincoln and the U.S. Colored Troops (Concise Lincoln
Library) become your starter.

Kenneth Sigler:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended to you is Lincoln and the U.S. Colored Troops (Concise Lincoln Library) this
publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate
all of you.

Cheryl Lopez:

This Lincoln and the U.S. Colored Troops (Concise Lincoln Library) is brand-new way for you who has
attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this Lincoln and the
U.S. Colored Troops (Concise Lincoln Library) can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is



reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them
feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind
for your better life and knowledge.
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