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Guilty But Insane takes an historical approach to golden age detective fiction by Margery Allingham,
Christianna Brand, Agatha Christie, Dorothy L. Sayers, and Gladys Mitchell. It examines how writers and
readers of detective fiction during the 1920s to 1940s understood guilt, responsibility, and the workings of
the mind as they related to the commission, the investigation, and the punishment of crime. Under the lens of
psychology, the detective novel is revealed as a site for the negotiation of competing interpretations of sanity
and insanity. An unexplored depth and subtlety is revealed in detective novels that address major
controversies in legal and psychiatric theory and practice, while significant resonances with specific
concerns of modernist fiction come into focus for the first time. During the interwar years, proponents of
competing psychological schools challenged legal concepts of responsibility and free will. In response,
golden age writers began to reflect on the genre's promise to accomplish true and just solutions in a social
order in which the relationship between law and justice was being problematized on several fronts. By
making connections between high modernism and popular culture, and by tracing the impact of
psychological discourses across a range of different cultural outputs, this book makes a persuasive case for
reading detective fiction historically. It aims to demonstrate the richness of these texts and their value for
scholarship, not only as historical documents or residues of discourse, but as literary texts which challenge,
subvert, toy with and test the prevailing values and prejudices of interwar Britain.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Howe:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Guilty But Insane:
Mind and Law in Golden Age Detective Fiction (Oxford Textual Perspectives) is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Harry Blalock:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this Guilty
But Insane: Mind and Law in Golden Age Detective Fiction (Oxford Textual Perspectives).

Naomi Taylor:

The reserve with title Guilty But Insane: Mind and Law in Golden Age Detective Fiction (Oxford Textual
Perspectives) posesses a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this
book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of
the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular
book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you
can read this anywhere you want.

Alex Tipton:

Typically the book Guilty But Insane: Mind and Law in Golden Age Detective Fiction (Oxford Textual
Perspectives) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage.
The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this
book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.
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