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What was life like for Jews settled throughout the Mediterranean world of Classical antiquity--and what
place did Jewish communities have in the diverse civilization dominated by Greeks and Romans? In a
probing account of the Jewish diaspora in the four centuries from Alexander the Great's conquest of the Near
East to the Roman destruction of the Jewish Temple in 70 C.E., Erich Gruen reaches often surprising
conclusions.

By the first century of our era, Jews living abroad far outnumbered those living in Palestine and had done so
for generations. Substantial Jewish communities were found throughout the Greek mainland and Aegean
islands, Asia Minor, the Tigris-Euphrates valley, Egypt, and Italy. Focusing especially on Alexandria, Greek
cities in Asia Minor, and Rome, Gruen explores the lives of these Jews: the obstacles they encountered, the
institutions they established, and their strategies for adjustment. He also delves into Jewish writing in this
period, teasing out how Jews in the diaspora saw themselves. There emerges a picture of a Jewish minority
that was at home in Greco-Roman cities: subject to only sporadic harassment; its intellectuals immersed in
Greco-Roman culture while refashioning it for their own purposes; exhibiting little sign of insecurity in an
alien society; and demonstrating both a respect for the Holy Land and a commitment to the local community
and Gentile government. Gruen's innovative analysis of the historical and literary record alters our
understanding of the way this vibrant minority culture engaged with the dominant Classical civilization.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Boyd:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for us. The book Diaspora: Jews amidst Greeks and Romans had been making you to
know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The
guide Diaspora: Jews amidst Greeks and Romans is not only giving you much more new information but
also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with the book Diaspora: Jews amidst Greeks and Romans. You never
really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Virginia Benson:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Diaspora: Jews
amidst Greeks and Romans suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Diaspora: Jews amidst Greeks and Romansis the main one of several books that
everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you
will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Earl Martinez:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Diaspora: Jews amidst Greeks and
Romans, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Abigail Shelton:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Diaspora: Jews amidst Greeks and
Romans to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book
and go through it. Beside that the publication Diaspora: Jews amidst Greeks and Romans can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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