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Freemasons, Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias-why did millions of nineteenth-century American men belong
to these and other secret orders? In this engrossing study, Mark C. Carnes argues that fraternal rituals created
a fantasy world antithetical to prevailing religious practices, gender roles, and institutional structures,
offering a male religious counterculture that opposed an increasingly liberal and feminized Protestantism.
"[An] original and compelling study. . . . Making use of anthropology as well as social history, Carnes is
probably the first outsider to take these rituals seriously. . . . Playing the role of a graceful, controlling . . .
guide into these mysteries, Carnes slowly unveils his thesis, which itself has several layers of mystery."-
David Leverentz, New England Quarterly "An imaginative fusion of social and intellectual history. . . .
Carnes's work shows the true depth of nineteenth-century male sexual anxiety and hostility toward women.
In this compelling book, Carnes opens new approaches to the study of gender and helps us better understand
the reorientation of American culture at the turn of the century." -Donald Yacovone, Journal of American
History "This is an important monograph in the field of men's history. . . . This is ambitious
conceptualization-the book is a refreshingly bold statement. . . . I find most of its conclusions accurate."-
Peter N. Stearns, Journal of Ritual Studies "The breadth and thoroughness of this book is impressive. Carnes
draws on the literature of the time, religious history and theology, child rearing and developmental
psychology, women's history and gender studies, and structural and cultural anthropology."-Rosamund
Orde-Powlett, Literary Review
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Dall:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just their can
do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
pre-school until university need this Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian America to read.

Stephen Hilton:

Beside this Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian America in your phone, it might give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian America because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book as well as read it from currently!

Sherrie Smith:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
One of the books in the top collection in your reading list is Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian
America. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person.
By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Luis Morales:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This e-book Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian America was filled
about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people
has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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