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Most modern writers on Petrarch agree in stating that of all his works the Dialogues which he calls Secretum
meum are the one which throws most light upon the man himself.

Y et no English tranglation has hitherto been published. A French version by M. Victor Develay wasissued a
few years ago, and received the recognition of the French Academy; and, considering the great importance of
Petrarch in the history of the Renaissance, not merely in Italy but in Europe, it istime that asimilar
opportunity of knowing him more fully was offered to English readers; for there are signs on both sides of
the Atlantic that the number of those interested in him is steadily growing. The reason for thisis undoubtedly
the fact that, as the whole work of Petrarch comesto be better known, interest in him as a man increases. Mr.
Sidney Lee has lately reminded us of his wide range and predominating influence in the matter of the sonnet
in France and in Elizabethan England, aswell asin his own country; and yet that influence was very far
indeed from revealing all that Petrarch was. It was largely an influence of style, a triumph of the perfection
of form, and his imitators did not trouble much about the precise nature of the sentiment and spirit informing
the style. When this came to be weighed in the balances of alater day, the tendency of English feeling was to
regard his sentiment as atrifle too serious and weak. The love-making of the Cavaliers brought in a robuster
tone. When once the question was raised, "Why so pale and wan, fond lover?' there was really no good
answer to it on Petrarchan lines, and the consequence was that his name and fame suffered something of
eclipse among us. But eclipses are transient events, and when literary England felt once more the attraction
of Italy in the end of the eighteenth century it was not only Dante who began to resume his sway and to
provoke translation, but Petrarch also. Then attention was turned chiefly to his Italian poetry, but also in
some degree to the general body of his Latin works and to his Letters, of which it is reported that Fox was
among the first to perceive the high value. In England the pioneersin this direction were Mrs. Susannah
Dobson, who published first a Life of Petrarch in two volumesin 1775, which had by 1805 reached a sixth
edition, and, soon after, another volume called Petrarch's View of Life, purporting to be atrandlation, but in
fact avery loose and attenuated abstract of the treatise De remediis utriusque Fortunag which nevertheless
reached a new edition in 1797. Then came avolume of Essays on Petrarch (Murray 1823) by the Italian exile
Ugo Foscolo, and alittle later a second Life of the Poet by no less a person than Thomas Campbell, also in
two volumes.
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From reader reviews:
L awrence Rector:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. Asitis
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Petrarch's Secret has been making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The e-book Petrarch's Secret is not only giving you alot more new information but also for being your
friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship with al the book Petrarch's Secret. Y ou never truly feel lose out for everything should you read
some books.

Billie Luster:

Spent afree a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider ook
for book, may be the e-book untitled Petrarch's Secret can be fine book to read. May be it may be best
activity to you.

M abel M addux:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Petrarch's Secret that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can
be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for al of you who wantsto
possibly be success person. So, for al of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick
Petrarch's Secret become your current starter.

Bradford Bryant:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Petrarch's Secret this e-book consist alot of the information with the
condition of thisworld now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes
this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.
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