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NOVALIS: HYMNS TO THE NIGHT

A new edition of Novalis’ Hymns To the Night, and Spiritual Songs, translated by George Macdonald, with
an introduction and notes by Carol Appleby.

Includes the German text.

Novalis (Friedrich von Hardenberg, 1772-1801) is the most mystical of the German Romantic poets. He is at
once the most typical and the most unusual of the German Romantic writers, indeed, of all Romantic poets.
His best known work, Hymns To the Night, was published in 1800.

Novalis is supremely idealistic, far more so than Johann Wolfgang von Goethe or Heinrich Heine. He died
young, which makes him, like Percy Shelley and John Keats, something of a hero (or martyr). He did not
write as much as Shelley, but his work, like that of Keats or Arthur Rimbaud, promised much. For Michael
Hamburger, Novalis’ work is almost totally idealistic:

Novalis’s philosophy, then, is not mystical, but utopian. That is why his imaginative works are almost
wholly lacking in conflict. They are a perpetual idyll.

It’s true, Novalis’ work is supremely idealistic, and utopian. But it is also mystical, because it points towards
the invisible, unseen and unknown, and aims to reach that ecstatic realm (Novalis is the most obviously
mystical of the German Romantic poets, but Hölderlin, Goethe and Heine are no less mystical). Novalis
wrote:

The sense of poetry has much in common with that for mysticism. It is the sense of the peculiar, personal,
unknown, mysterious, for what is to be revealed, the necessary-accidental. It represents the unrepresentable.
It sees the invisible, feels the unfeelable, etc… The sense for poetry has a close relationship with the sense
for augury and the religious sense, with the sense for prophecy in general.

Glyn Hughes remarks of Novalis: ‘The sustaining interest in the reading of Novalis’s works is the sense of
contact with a mind of visionary intensity and total commitment. The poetic achievement is in the
momentary glimpses of ideal reality: what, in other contexts, we should call epiphanies. (61)
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From reader reviews:

John Whetstone:

The experience that you get from Hymns to the Night and Spiritual Songs (European Poets) may be the more
deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but Hymns to the Night and Spiritual Songs (European Poets)
giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood
through anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Hymns to the Night and Spiritual
Songs (European Poets) instantly.

Beatrice Rogers:

The actual book Hymns to the Night and Spiritual Songs (European Poets) will bring you to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Hymns to the Night and Spiritual
Songs (European Poets) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Lee Henry:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Hymns to the Night and Spiritual
Songs (European Poets) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as
your good habit, you could pick Hymns to the Night and Spiritual Songs (European Poets) become your
personal starter.

Brooke Fisher:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This book Hymns to the Night and Spiritual Songs (European Poets) was filled
concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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