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PREFACE.

Memoirs such as these of Henry of Monmouth might doubtless be made more attractive and entertaining
were their Author to supply the deficiencies of authentic records by the inventions of his fancy, and adorn the
result of careful inquiry into matters of fact by the descriptive imagery and colourings of fiction. To a writer,
also, who could at once handle the pen of the biographer and of the poet, few names would offer a more
ample field for the excursive range of historical romance than the life of Henry of Monmouth. From the day
of his first compulsory visit to Ireland, abounding as that time does with deeply interesting incidents, to his
last hour in the now-ruined castle of Vincennes; — or rather, from his mother's espousals to the interment of
his earthly remains within the sacred precincts of Westminster, every period teems with animating
suggestions. So far, however, from possessing such adventitious recommendations, the point on which
(rather perhaps than any other) an apology might be expected for this work, is, that it has freely tested by the
standard of truth those delineations of Henry's character which have contributed to immortalize our great
historical dramatist. The Author, indeed, is willing to confess that he would gladly have withdrawn from the
task of assaying the substantial accuracy and soundness of Shakspeare's historical and biographical views,
could he have done so safely and without a compromise of principle. He would have avoided such an
inquiry, not only in deference to the acknowledged rule which does not suffer a poet to be fettered by the
rigid shackles of unbending facts; but from a disinclination also to interfere, even in appearance, with the full
and free enjoyment of those exquisite scenes of humour, wit, and nature, in which Henry is the hero, and his
"riotous, reckless companions" are subordinate in dramatical excellence only to himself. The Author may
also not unwillingly grant, that (with the majority of those who give a tone to the "form and pressure" of the
age) Shakspeare has done more to invest the character of Henry with a never-dying interest beyond the lot of
ordinary monarchs, than the bare records of historical verity could ever have effected. Still he feels that he
had no alternative. He must either have ascertained the historical worth of those scenic representations, or
have suffered to remain in their full force the deep and prevalent impressions, as to Henry's principles and
conduct, which owe, if not their origin, yet, at least, much of their universality and vividness, to Shakspeare.
The poet is dear, and our early associations are dear; and pleasures often tasted without satiety are dear: but
to every rightly balanced mind Truth will be dearer than all.

It must nevertheless be here intimated, that these volumes are neither exclusively, nor yet especially,
designed for the antiquarian student. The Author has indeed sought for genuine information at every
fountain-head accessible to him; but he has prepared the result of his researches for the use (he would trust,
for the improvement as well as the gratification,) of the general reader. And whilst he has not consciously
omitted any essential reference, he has guarded against interrupting the course of his narrative by an
unnecessary accumulation of authorities. ...
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From reader reviews:

Jose Holmes:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Henry of Monmouth: Or, Memoirs of the Life and Character of
Henry the Fifth, as Prince of Wales & King of England, Complete. Try to make the book Henry of
Monmouth: Or, Memoirs of the Life and Character of Henry the Fifth, as Prince of Wales & King of
England, Complete as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Fernande Hairston:

The reason why? Because this Henry of Monmouth: Or, Memoirs of the Life and Character of Henry the
Fifth, as Prince of Wales & King of England, Complete is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it
was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier
to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages
than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want
to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Billy Salazar:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
your requirements is Henry of Monmouth: Or, Memoirs of the Life and Character of Henry the Fifth, as
Prince of Wales & King of England, Complete this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of
this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he
makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Carolyn Alcantara:

This Henry of Monmouth: Or, Memoirs of the Life and Character of Henry the Fifth, as Prince of Wales &
King of England, Complete is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information
given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps



you who still having little digest in reading this Henry of Monmouth: Or, Memoirs of the Life and Character
of Henry the Fifth, as Prince of Wales & King of England, Complete can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in
the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So
, don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.
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