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Chronicling American law from its English origins to the present, and offering for the first time
comprehensive coverage of twentieth-century devel opments, this book sets American law and legal
ingtitutions in the broad context of social, economic, and political events, weaving together themes from the
history of both public and private law. A history of law in action, The Magic Mirror treats law in society, and
the legal implications of social change in areas such as criminal justice, the rights of women, blacks, the
family, and children. It further examines regional differencesin American legal culture, the creation of the
administrative and security states, the development of American federalism, and the rise of the legal
profession. Hall pays close attention to the evolution of substantive law categories--such as contracts, torts,
negotiable instruments, real property, trusts and estates, and civil procedure--and addresses the intellectual
evolution of American law, surveying movements such as legal realism and critical legal studies. Hall
concludes that over its history American law has been remarkably fluid, adapting in form and substance to
each successive generation without ever fully resolving the underlying social and economic conflicts that
provoke demands for legal change. The book's organization reflects typical course structure and its styleis
clear and accessible to students, making it the ideal text for the study of American legal history at both the
undergraduate and graduate level.
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From reader reviews:
Nakia Schultz:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read abook. They can be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this The Magic Mirror: Law in American History.

Oliver Lyle:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is The Magic Mirror: Law in American History.

Rita Lattimore:

That book can make you to fedl relax. This specific book The Magic Mirror: Law in American History was
colorful and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book The Magic Mirror: Law in American
History has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan
you can read and think that you are the character on there. So, not at all of book usually are make you bored,
any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading this.

Irene Hoyt:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading areserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose often the book The Magic Mirror: Law in
American History to make your reading isinteresting. Y our persona skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to seeit and
mingle the feeling about book and reading especialy. It isto be initially opinion for you to like to open up a
book and study it. Beside that the book The Magic Mirror: Law in American History can to be your brand-
new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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