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Langston Hughes's stories about Jesse B. Semple--first composed for a weekly column in the Chicago
Defender and then collected in Simple Speaks His Mind, Simple Takes a Wife, and Simple Stakes a Claim--
have been read and loved by hundreds of thousands of readers. In The Best of Simple, the author picked his
favorites from these earlier volumes, stories that not only have proved popular but are now part of a great
and growing literary tradition.

Simple might be considered an Everyman for black Americans. Hughes himself wrote: "...these tales are
about a great many people--although they are stories about no specific persons as such. But it is impossible
to live in Harlem and not know at least a hundred Simples, fifty Joyces, twenty-five Zaritas, and several
Cousin Minnies--or reasonable facsimiles thereof."

As Arnold Rampersad has written, Simple is "one of the most memorable and winning characters in the
annals of American literature, justly regarded as one of Hughes's most inspired creations."

Langston Hughes was born in Joplin, Missouri, went to Cleveland, Ohio, lived for a number of years in
Chicago, and long resided in New York City's Harlem. He graduated form Lincoln University in 1929 and
was awarded an honorary Litt. D. in 1943. He was perhaps best known as a poet and the creator of Simple,
but he also wrote novels, biography, history, plays (several of them Broadway hits), and children's books,
and he edited several anthologies. Mr. Hughes died in 1967.
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Tubbs:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world, the
particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Best of Simple (American Century).
All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social
media.

Michael Moore:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the publication untitled The Best of Simple (American Century) can be very good book to
read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Ruth Michel:

The book untitled The Best of Simple (American Century) contain a lot of information on the idea. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so
do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author will
bring you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Angela Thomas:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This particular The Best of Simple (American Century) can give you
a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Best of Simple (American Century).
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