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John Steinbeck was never content to repeat himself, and his restless search for new forms and fresh subject
matter is fully evident in the books of his later years. This volume collects four novels that exhibit the full
range of his gift, along with a travel book that has become one of his most enduringly popular works.

In The Wayward Bus (1947), Steinbeck leads a group of ill-matched passengers representing a spectrum of
social types and classes, stranded by a washed-out bridge, on a circuitous journey that exposes cruelties, self-
deceptions, and unsuspected moral strengths. The tone ranges from boisterous comedy to trenchant satirical
observation of postwar America. Burning Bright (1950), an allegory set against shifting backgrounds (circus,
sea, farm) and revolving around the fear of sterility and the desire for self-perpetuation, marks Steinbeck's
involvement with the drama in its fusion of the forms of novel and play.

Sweet Thursday (1954) marks Steinbeck's return, in a mood of sometimes frothy comedy, to the characters
and milieu of his earlier Cannery Row. A love story set against the background of the local brothel, the Bear
Flag, Sweet Thursday is for all its intimations of melancholy one of the most lighthearted of Steinbeck's
books. It was subsequently adapted by Rodgers and Hammerstein into their musical Pipe Dream. Steinbeck's
final novel, The Winter of Our Discontent (1961) is set in an old Long Island whaling town modeled on Sag
Harbor, where he had been spending time since 1953. The book breaks new ground in its depiction of the
crass commercialism of contemporary America, and its impact on a protagonist with traditionalist values
who is appalled but finally tempted by the encroaching sleaziness.

Travels with Charley in Search of America (1962) was Steinbeck's last published book. A record of his
experiences and observations as he drove around America in a pickup truck, accompanied by his standard
poodle Charley, it is filled with engaging, often humorous description and comes to a powerful climax in an
encounter with racist demonstrators in New Orleans.

Robert DeMott, co-editor, is the Edwin and Ruth Kennedy Distinguished Professor at Ohio University and
the author of Steinbeck's Typewriter, an award-winning book of critical essays. Brian Railsback, co-editor, is
dean of the Honors College at Western Carolina University and the author of Parallel Expeditions: Charles
Darwin and the Art of John Steinbeck.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Adams:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book John Steinbeck: Travels with Charley
and Later Novels 1947-1962: The Wayward Bus / Burning Bright / Sweet Thursday / The Winter of Our
Discontent (Library of America). All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Maria Antoine:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for us. The book John Steinbeck: Travels with Charley and Later Novels 1947-
1962: The Wayward Bus / Burning Bright / Sweet Thursday / The Winter of Our Discontent (Library of
America) seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The book John Steinbeck: Travels with Charley and Later
Novels 1947-1962: The Wayward Bus / Burning Bright / Sweet Thursday / The Winter of Our Discontent
(Library of America) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship together with the book John Steinbeck: Travels with Charley and Later Novels 1947-1962: The
Wayward Bus / Burning Bright / Sweet Thursday / The Winter of Our Discontent (Library of America). You
never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Victor Havens:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
to you is John Steinbeck: Travels with Charley and Later Novels 1947-1962: The Wayward Bus / Burning
Bright / Sweet Thursday / The Winter of Our Discontent (Library of America) this reserve consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Nathaniel Mitchell:

This John Steinbeck: Travels with Charley and Later Novels 1947-1962: The Wayward Bus / Burning Bright



/ Sweet Thursday / The Winter of Our Discontent (Library of America) is brand-new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto
it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this John Steinbeck:
Travels with Charley and Later Novels 1947-1962: The Wayward Bus / Burning Bright / Sweet Thursday /
The Winter of Our Discontent (Library of America) can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it!
Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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