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Until recently, popular biographers and most scholars viewed Alexander the Great as a genius with a plan, a
romantic figure pursuing his vision of a united world. His dream was at times characterized as a benevolent
interest in the brotherhood of man, sometimes as a brute interest in the exercise of power. Green, a
Cambridge-trained classicist who is also a novelist, portrays Alexander as both a complex personality and a
single-minded general, a man capable of such diverse expediencies as patricide or the massacre of civilians.
Green describes his Alexander as "not only the most brilliant (and ambitious) field commander in history,
but also supremely indifferent to all those administrative excellences and idealistic yearnings foisted upon
him by later generations, especially those who found the conqueror, tout court, a little hard upon their liberal
sensibilities."

This biography begins not with one of the universally known incidents of Alexander's life, but with an
account of his father, Philip of Macedonia, whose many-territoried empire was the first on the continent of
Europe to have an effectively centralized government and military. What Philip and Macedonia had to offer,
Alexander made his own, but Philip and Macedonia also made Alexander form an important context for
understanding Alexander himself. Yet his origins and training do not fully explain the man. After he was
named hegemon of the Hellenic League, many philosophers came to congratulate Alexander, but one was
conspicuous by his absence: Diogenes the Cynic, an ascetic who lived in a clay tub. Piqued and curious,
Alexander himself visited the philosopher, who, when asked if there was anything Alexander could do for
him, made the famous reply, "Don't stand between me and the sun." Alexander's courtiers jeered, but
Alexander silenced them: "If I were not Alexander, I would be Diogenes." This remark was as unexpected in
Alexander as it would be in a modern leader.

For the general reader, the book, redolent with gritty details and fully aware of Alexander's darker side,
offers a gripping tale of Alexander's career. Full backnotes, fourteen maps, and chronological and
genealogical tables serve readers with more specialized interests.
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From reader reviews:

Kelley Thornton:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question because
just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Alexander of Macedon, 356-323
B.C.: A Historical Biography to read.

Frances Wiggins:

Exactly why? Because this Alexander of Macedon, 356-323 B.C.: A Historical Biography is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the
guide store hurriedly.

Melvin Smith:

Alexander of Macedon, 356-323 B.C.: A Historical Biography can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Alexander of Macedon, 356-323 B.C.: A Historical Biography nevertheless doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it.
This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

John Jeanbaptiste:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Alexander of Macedon, 356-323 B.C.: A Historical
Biography can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Alexander of
Macedon, 356-323 B.C.: A Historical Biography.
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