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During the two centuries in which they had been a forbidden sect the Christians had claimed toleration on the
ground that religious belief is voluntary and not a thing which can be enforced. When their faith became the
predominant creed and had the power of the State behind it, they abandoned this view. -from "Reason in
Prison (The Middle Ages)" Humanity has always enjoyed freedom of thought-but the freedom to express
those thoughts, however radical, however threatening to authority, is one that, as J. B. Bury's explains in this
1913 work, "has been acquired only in quite recent times, and the way to its attainment has lain through
lakes of blood." In this entertaining and highly accessible history of speaking our minds without fear of
retribution, Bury explores the concept of civic free thought from ancient Greece and Rome, where a strongly
secular society bred open minds, through the constraints of the Mediaeval period and the re-blossoming of
intellectualism in the Renaissance, to the scientific rationalism of the 19th century. This is a stirring defense
of reason and erudition that remains all too necessary in a modern world where reason and erudition are still
under fire. British historian JOHN BAGNELL BURY (1861-1927) was professor of modern history at
Cambridge. His writings, known for a readability combined with a scholarly depth, include History of the
Later Roman Empire (1889), History of Greece (1900), and Idea of Progress (1920).
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Mahan:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication A History of
Freedom of Thought will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with
you?

Bethany Eng:

The publication with title A History of Freedom of Thought has lot of information that you can learn it. You
can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization.
You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

William Todaro:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled A
History of Freedom of Thought your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book
then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The A History
of Freedom of Thought giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Kari Annis:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The A
History of Freedom of Thought provide you with new experience in reading a book.
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