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Shinsengumi: The Shogun's last Samurai Corps is the true story of the notorious samurai corps formed in
1863 to arrest or kill the enemies of the Tokugawa Shogun. The only book in English about the
Shinsengumi, it focuses on the corps' two charismatic leaders, Kondo Isami and Hijikata Toshizo, both
impeccable swordsmen. It is a history–in–brief of the final years of the Bakufu, which collapsed in 1867 with
the restoration of Imperial rule. In writing Shinsengumi, Hillsborough referred mostly to Japanese–language
primary sources, including letters, memoirs, journals, interviews, and eyewitness accounts, as well as
definitive biographies and histories of the era.

The fall of the shogun's government (Tokugawa Bakufu, or simply Bakufu) in 1868, which had ruled Japan
for over two and a half centuries, was the greatest event in modern Japanese history.

The revolution, known as the Meiji Restoration, began with the violent reaction of samurai to the Bakufu's
decision in 1854 to open the theretofore isolated country to "Western barbarians." Through opening the
country was unavoidable, it was seen as a sign of weakness by the samurai who clamored to "expel the
barbarians."

Those samurai plotted to overthrow the shogun and restore the holy emperor to his ancient seat of power.
Screaming "heaven's revenge," they wielded their swords with a vengeance upon those loyal to the Shogun.

They unleashed a wave of terror at the center of the revolution—the emperor's capital of Kyoto. Murder and
assassination were rampant. By the end of 1862, hordes of renegade samurai, called ronin, had transformed
the streets f the Imperial Capital into a "sea of blood."

The Shogun's administrators were desperate to stop the terror. A band of expert swordsmen were formed. It
was given the name Shinsemgumi ("Newly Selected Corps")— and commissioned to eliminate the ronin and
other enemies of the Bakufu. With unrestrained brutality bolstered by an official sanction to kill, the
Shinsengumi soon became the shogun's most dreaded security force.

In this vivid historical narrative of the Shinsengumi, the only one in the English language, author Romulus
Hillsborough paints a provocative and thrilling picture of this most fascinating period in Japanese history.
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Park:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Shinsengumi: The Shogun's Last Samurai Corps as
the daily resource information.

Joni Harris:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read some sort of
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
publication. The book Shinsengumi: The Shogun's Last Samurai Corps it is very good to read. There are a lot
of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Jewel Tarr:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is Shinsengumi: The Shogun's Last Samurai Corps this reserve consist a
lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can
the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

Robert Ford:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This publication Shinsengumi: The Shogun's Last Samurai Corps was filled in
relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you
can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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