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Few individuals have had as great an impact on the law--both its practice and its history--as A. Leon
Higginbotham, Jr. A winner of the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation's highest civilian honor, he has
distinguished himself over the decades both as a professor at Yale, the University of Pennsylvania, and
Harvard, and as a judge on the United States Court of Appeals. But Judge Higginbotham is perhaps best
known as an authority on racism in America: not the least important achievement of his long career has been
In the Matter of Color, the first volume in a monumental history of race and the American legal process.
Published in 1978, this brilliant book has been hailed as the definitive account of racism, slavery, and the law
in colonial America.
Now, after twenty years, comes the long-awaited sequel. In Shades of Freedom, Higginbotham provides a
magisterial account of the interaction between the law and racial oppression in America from colonial times
to the present, demonstrating how the one agent that should have guaranteed equal treatment before the law--
the judicial system--instead played a dominant role in enforcing the inferior position of blacks. The issue of
racial inferiority is central to this volume, as Higginbotham documents how early white perceptions of black
inferiority slowly became codified into law. Perhaps the most powerful and insightful writing centers on a
pair of famous Supreme Court cases, which Higginbotham uses to portray race relations at two vital
moments in our history. The Dred Scott decision of 1857 declared that a slave who had escaped to free
territory must be returned to his slave owner. Chief Justice Roger Taney, in his notorious opinion for the
majority, stated that blacks were "so inferior that they had no right which the white man was bound to
respect." For Higginbotham, Taney's decision reflects the extreme state that race relations had reached just
before the Civil War. And after the War and Reconstruction, Higginbotham reveals, the Courts showed a
pervasive reluctance (if not hostility) toward the goal of full and equal justice for African Americans, and
this was particularly true of the Supreme Court. And in the Plessy v. Ferguson decision, which
Higginbotham terms "one of the most catastrophic racial decisions ever rendered," the Court held that full
equality--in schooling or housing, for instance--was unnecessary as long as there were "separate but equal"
facilities. Higginbotham also documents the eloquent voices that opposed the openly racist workings of the
judicial system, from Reconstruction Congressman John R. Lynch to Supreme Court Justice John Marshall
Harlan to W. E. B. Du Bois, and he shows that, ironically, it was the conservative Supreme Court of the
1930s that began the attack on school segregation, and overturned the convictions of African Americans in
the famous Scottsboro case. But today racial bias still dominates the nation, Higginbotham concludes, as he
shows how in six recent court cases the public perception of black inferiority continues to persist.
In Shades of Freedom, a noted scholar and celebrated jurist offers a work of magnificent scope, insight, and
passion. Ranging from the earliest colonial times to the present, it is a superb work of history--and a mirror
to the American soul.
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From reader reviews:

Tim Travers:

This Shades of Freedom: Racial Politics and Presumptions of the American Legal Process Race and the
American Legal Process, Volume II usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Shades of Freedom: Racial Politics and Presumptions of the American
Legal Process Race and the American Legal Process, Volume II can be on the list of great books you must
have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information
that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go
and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Shades of Freedom: Racial
Politics and Presumptions of the American Legal Process Race and the American Legal Process, Volume II
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Brenda Gregg:

This book untitled Shades of Freedom: Racial Politics and Presumptions of the American Legal Process
Race and the American Legal Process, Volume II to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here
is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the
book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no
reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

William Matthews:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Shades of Freedom: Racial Politics and Presumptions of the
American Legal Process Race and the American Legal Process, Volume II why because the excellent cover
that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

William Kozak:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to



reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Shades of Freedom: Racial Politics and Presumptions of the
American Legal Process Race and the American Legal Process, Volume II can make you feel more
interested to read.
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