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Understand income inequality, middle-out economics and other realities of modern America as authors Eric
Liu and Nick Hanauer argue that fundamental American assumptions about citizenship, society, economics,
and government need updating for the 21st century.

For many years the dominant metaphor for understanding markets and government has been the machine.
Liu and Hanauer view democracy not as a machine, but as a garden. A successful garden functions according
to the inexorable tendencies of nature, but it also requires goals, regular tending, and an understanding of
connected ecosystems. The latest ideas from science, social science, and economics—the cutting-edge ideas
of today--generate these simple but revolutionary ideas:

True self interest is mutual interest. (Society, it turns out, is an ecosystem that is healthiest when we take
care of the whole.)

Society becomes how we behave. (The model of citizenship depends on contagious behavior, hence positive
behavior begets positive behavior.)

We’re all better off when we’re all better off. (The economy is not an efficient machine. It’s an effective
garden that need tending. Adjust the definition of wealth to society creating solutions for all.)

Government should be about the big what and the little how. (Government should establish the ideas and
the goals, and then let the people find the solutions of how to make it happen.)

Freedom is responsibility. (True freedom is not about living some variant of libertarianism but rather an
active cooperation a part of a big whole society; freedom costs a little freedom.)

The Gardens of Democracy is an optimistic, provocative, and timely summons to improve our role as
citizens in a democratic society.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Cox:

The book The Gardens of Democracy: A New American Story of Citizenship, the Economy, and the Role of
Government gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book The Gardens of Democracy: A New American
Story of Citizenship, the Economy, and the Role of Government for being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like available and read a book The Gardens of Democracy: A New American Story of
Citizenship, the Economy, and the Role of Government. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Ashley Parra:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if
you want really feel happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the The
Gardens of Democracy: A New American Story of Citizenship, the Economy, and the Role of Government is
kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Sharon Bedgood:

The e-book with title The Gardens of Democracy: A New American Story of Citizenship, the Economy, and
the Role of Government posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after
read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of
the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the
e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Sheila Searcy:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Gardens of Democracy: A New
American Story of Citizenship, the Economy, and the Role of Government publication written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still doubt The Gardens of Democracy: A New American Story of
Citizenship, the Economy, and the Role of Government as good book but not only by the cover but also by
the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing one



more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.
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