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Early in the 1920s, the New York Giants sent a scout to watch a young Cuban play for Foster's American
Giants, a baseball club in the Negro Leagues. During one at-bat this talented slugger lined a ball so hard that
the rightfielder was able to play it off the top of the fence and throw Christobel Torrienti out at first base.
The scout liked what he saw, but was disappointed in the player's appearance. "He was a light brown,"
recalled one of Torrienti's teammates, "and would have gone up to the major leagues, but he had real rough
hair." Such was life behind the color line, the unofficial boundary that prevented hundreds of star-quality
athletes from playing big-league baseball.

When Only the Ball Was White was first published in 1970, Satchel Paige had not yet been inducted into the
Hall of Fame and there was a general ignorance even among sports enthusiasts of the rich tradition of the
Negro Leagues. Few knew that during the 1930s and '40s outstanding black teams were playing regularly in
Yankee Stadium and Brooklyn's Ebbets Field. And names like Cool Papa Bell, Rube Foster, Judy Johnson,
Biz Mackey, and Buck Leonard would bring no flash of smiling recognition to the fan's face, even though
many of these men could easily have played alongside Ty Cobb, Walter Johnson, Hack Wilson, Lou Gehrig-
-and shattered their records in the process. Many baseball pundits now believe, for example, that had Josh
Gibson played in the major leagues, he would have surpassed Babe Ruth's 714 home runs before Hank
Aaron had even hit his first. And the great Dizzy Dean acknowledged that the best pitcher he had ever seen
was not Lefty Grove or Carl Hubbell, but rather "old Satchel Paige, that big lanky colored boy."

In Only the Ball Was White, Robert Peterson tells the forgotten story of these excluded ballplayers, and gives
them the recognition they were so long denied. Reconstructing the old Negro Leagues from contemporary
sports publications, accounts of games in the black press, and through interviews with the men who actually
played the game, Peterson brings to life the fascinating period that stretched from shortly after the Civil War
to the signing of Jackie Robinson in 1947. We watch as the New York Black Yankees and the Philadelphia
Crawfords take the field, look on as the East-West All-Star lineups are announced, and listen as the players
themselves tell of the struggle and glory that was black baseball. In addition to these vivid accounts, Peterson
includes yearly Negro League standings and an all-time register of players and officials, making the book a
treasure trove of baseball information and lore.

A monumental and poignant book, Only the Ball Was White reminds us that what was often considered the
"Golden Age" of baseball was also the era of Jim Crow. It is a book that must be read by anyone hoping not
only to understand the story of baseball, but the story of America.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Drake:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Only the Ball Was White:
A History of Legendary Black Players and All-Black Professional Teams is our recommendation so you
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Francis Knapp:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read
one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Only the Ball Was White: A History of
Legendary Black Players and All-Black Professional Teams is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Ronald Griffin:

Exactly why? Because this Only the Ball Was White: A History of Legendary Black Players and All-Black
Professional Teams is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it
will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also
write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but
still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again
or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as
help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Elaine West:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Only the Ball Was White: A History of Legendary Black Players and All-Black Professional Teams the mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but
surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Only the Ball Was White: A History
of Legendary Black Players and All-Black Professional Teams giving you a different experience more than
blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let
us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished



studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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