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Cesare Lombroso is widely considered the founder of criminology. His theory of the “born” criminal
dominated European and American thinking about the causes of criminal behavior during the late nineteenth
century and the early twentieth. This volume offers English-language readers the first critical, scholarly
translation of Lombroso’s Criminal Man, one of the most famous criminological treatises ever written. The
text laid the groundwork for subsequent biological theories of crime, including contemporary genetic
explanations.

Originally published in 1876, Criminal Man went through five editions during Lombroso’s lifetime. In each
edition Lombroso expanded on his ideas about innate criminality and refined his method for categorizing
criminal behavior. In this new translation, Mary Gibson and Nicole Hahn Rafter bring together for the first
time excerpts from all five editions in order to represent the development of Lombroso’s thought and his
positivistic approach to understanding criminal behavior.

In Criminal Man, Lombroso used modern Darwinian evolutionary theories to “prove” the inferiority of
criminals to “honest” people, of women to men, and of blacks to whites, thereby reinforcing the prevailing
politics of sexual and racial hierarchy. He was particularly interested in the physical attributes of
criminals—the size of their skulls, the shape of their noses—but he also studied the criminals’ various forms
of self-expression, such as letters, graffiti, drawings, and tattoos. This volume includes more than forty of
Lombroso’s illustrations of the criminal body along with several photographs of his personal collection.
Designed to be useful for scholars and to introduce students to Lombroso’s thought, the volume also includes
an extensive introduction, notes, appendices, a glossary, and an index.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Williams:

The book Criminal Man gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make
your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Criminal Man to get your habit, you can
get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a e-book Criminal Man. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about
this book?

James Kostka:

This book untitled Criminal Man to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that is because when
you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book
store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this guide from your list.

Cheree Kramer:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Criminal Man, you may enjoy both. It is
fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Pandora Rice:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Criminal Man to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and studying
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the e-
book Criminal Man can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what
must you're doing of that time.
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