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Therole of chance changed in the nineteenth century, and American literature changed with it. Long
dismissed as a nominal concept, chance was increasingly treated as a natural force to be managed but never
mastered. New theories of chance sparked religious and philosophical controversies while revolutionizing
the sciences as probabilistic methods spread from mathematics, economics, and sociology to physics and
evolutionary biology. Chance also became more visible in everyday life, as Americans attempted to control
its power through weather forecasting, insurance policies, military strategy, and financial dealings.

Uncertain Chances shows how the rise of chance shaped the way nineteenth-century American writers
confronted questions of doubt and belief. Poe's detective fiction critiques probabilistic methods; Méelville's
works struggle to vindicate moral action under conditions of chance; Douglass and other African American
authors fight against statistical racism; Thoreau learns to appreciate the play between nature's randomness
and order; and Dickinson works faithfully to render poetically the affective experience of chance-surprise.
These and other nineteenth-century writers dramatize the inescapable dangers and wonderful possibilities of
chance. Their writings even help to navigate extremes that remain with us today--fundamentalism and
relativism, determinism and chaos, terrorism and risk-management, the rational confidence of the
Enlightenment and the debilitating doubts of modernity.
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From reader reviews:
Brent Cook:

In other case, little persons like to read book Uncertain Chances: Science, Skepticism, and Belief in
Nineteenth-Century American Literature. Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given
that we know about how isimportant a book Uncertain Chances: Science, Skepticism, and Belief in
Nineteenth-Century American Literature. Y ou can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open abook as well as searching by internet
device. It iscalled e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Sara Otoole:

In this eraglobalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou will
observe that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for you
is Uncertain Chances: Science, Skepticism, and Belief in Nineteenth-Century American Literature this e-
book consist alot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented
how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate al
of you.

Thomas Heiden:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Uncertain Chances. Science,
Skepticism, and Belief in Nineteenth-Century American Literature or maybe others sources were given
know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are hel ping them to include
their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes Uncertain Chances:
Science, Skepticism, and Belief in Nineteenth-Century American Literature to make your spare time much
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Pilar Porter:

Asapupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at thistime there but



nothing reading really. Any students fedl that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Uncertain Chances. Science, Skepticism, and Belief in Nineteenth-Century American
Literature can make you experience more interested to read.
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