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Of all the written portraits of the delegates who attended the Federal Convention of 1787, few are as
complete and compelling as those penned by William Pierce Jr. (1753–89), one of four delegates from
Georgia. While at the convention or shortly thereafter, Pierce produced character sketches of fifty-three of
the fifty-five delegates. Although widely quoted and cited, the sketches—until now—have never been
analyzed or annotated in detail. John R. Vile’s study offers new insights into the workings of the convention
and the character and roles of its delegates, as well as Pierce’s little-known life, which included time as an
artist. Vile reveals, for example, that the time prior to the establishment of national parties when the framers
could have successfully met together in convention may have been a relatively narrow historical window.

Following overviews of events leading to the 1787 convention and of Pierce and his immediate family,
several chapters deal specifically with the character sketches. They cover Pierce’s arrangement of the
sketches and their subjects, his evaluations of the delegates’ personal qualities and reputations, his
assessments of their rhetorical abilities, and his descriptions of their public services, occupations, and
miscellaneous matters. Two concluding chapters add further context. One examines a set of somewhat
overlapping sketches that Louis Guillaume Otto, the French minister to the United States, penned about
members of Congress in 1788. The other looks at writings by Pierce’s son and namesake that also include
assessments of various Founding Fathers. Gathering Pierce’s sketches in full, with ample annotations and
secondary materials, this is a valuable reference on Pierce’s life, work, and times.
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From reader reviews:

Eli Benton:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication The Wisest Council in the
World: Restoring the Character Sketches by William Pierce of Georgia of the Delegates to the Constitutional
Convention of 1787 will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Debra Shortt:

The guide with title The Wisest Council in the World: Restoring the Character Sketches by William Pierce of
Georgia of the Delegates to the Constitutional Convention of 1787 posesses a lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new information the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Henry Jones:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be read. The Wisest Council in the World: Restoring the Character
Sketches by William Pierce of Georgia of the Delegates to the Constitutional Convention of 1787 can be
your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

David Baxter:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This particular The Wisest Council in the World: Restoring the
Character Sketches by William Pierce of Georgia of the Delegates to the Constitutional Convention of 1787
can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and
make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make
you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have The Wisest Council in the World: Restoring the
Character Sketches by William Pierce of Georgia of the Delegates to the Constitutional Convention of 1787.
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