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Through the rise and fall of empires, ideologies, and economies, tobacco grown on the tiny island of Cuba
has remained an enduring symbol of pleasure and extravagance. Cultivated as one of the first reliable
commodities for those inhabitants who remained after conquistadors moved on in search of a mythical
wellspring of gold, tobacco quickly became crucial to the support of the swelling Spanish Empire in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Eventually, however, tobacco became one of the final stabilizing
forces in the empire, and it ultimately proved more resilient than the best laid plans of kings and queens.
Tobacco, and those whose livelihoods depended on it, shrugged off the Empire's collapse and pressed on into
the twentieth century as an economic force any state or political power must reckon with.

Cosner explores the history of this golden leaf through the personal narratives of farmers, bureaucrats, and
laborers, all struggling to build an independent and lucrative economic engine. Through conquest, rebellion,
colonial and imperial schemes, and the eventual Communist revolution, Cuban tobacco and cigars became a
luxury item that commanded loyalty that defied mere borders or embargoes. Ultimately, The Golden Leaf  is
a story of two carefully cultivated products: Cuban tobacco, and its lofty reputation.
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From reader reviews:

Daisy Richardson:

Typically the book The Golden Leaf: How Tobacco Shaped Cuba and the Atlantic World will bring one to
the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book The Golden Leaf: How Tobacco Shaped Cuba
and the Atlantic World is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Joyce Johnson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Golden Leaf: How Tobacco Shaped Cuba
and the Atlantic World, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh
come on its named reading friends.

Julie Tice:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be The Golden Leaf: How Tobacco Shaped Cuba and the Atlantic
World why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint
you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Nancy Brown:

You can find this The Golden Leaf: How Tobacco Shaped Cuba and the Atlantic World by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct
ways for you.
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