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Lawrence Epstein's The Haunted Smile tackles a subject both poignant and delightful: the story of Jewish
comedians in America. For the past century and more, American comedy has drawn its strength and soul
from the comic genius of Jewish performers and writers. An incomplete listing of names makes the point:
The Marx Brothers, Jack Benny, Fanny Brice, George Burns, Milton Berle, Jackie Mason, Joan Rivers,
Rodney Dangerfield, Mel Brooks, Alan King, Mort Sahl, Buddy Hackett, Woody Allen, Lenny Bruce, Andy
Kaufman, Richard Belzer, Jerry Seinfeld. These men and women, among others, form the canon of Jewish-
American comedy.

In the words of the Detroit Jewish News, The Haunted Smile "offers us a deep and subtle understanding of
how Jewish culture and American openness gave birth to a new style of entertainment." Often the best way
to illuminate a point is to recount some of these comedians' own brilliant routines, and Epstein uses the
comedian's work to great effect, making for a book that is both a thoughtful work of history and a great deal
of fun.
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From reader reviews:

Keiko Whitchurch:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
The Haunted Smile: The Story Of Jewish Comedians In America, it is possible to tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Sherry Hansen:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Haunted Smile: The Story
Of Jewish Comedians In America that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you may pick The Haunted Smile: The Story Of Jewish Comedians In
America become your starter.

Steve Franklin:

Beside that The Haunted Smile: The Story Of Jewish Comedians In America in your phone, it may give you
a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have The Haunted Smile: The Story Of Jewish Comedians In America because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book
in addition to read it from today!

Donald Freeman:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book The Haunted Smile: The Story Of Jewish Comedians In America was
filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of



a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that
you simply wanted.
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