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It was 1862, the second year of the Civil War, though Kansans and Missourians had been fighting over
slavery for almost a decade. For the 250 Union soldiers facing down rebel irregulars on Enoch Toothman’s
farm near Butler, Missouri, this was no battle over abstract principles. These were men of the First Kansas
Colored Infantry, and they were fighting for their own freedom and that of their families. They belonged to
the first black regiment raised in a northern state, and the first black unit to see combat during the Civil War.
Soldiers in the Army of Freedom is the first published account of this largely forgotten regiment and, in
particular, its contribution to Union victory in the trans-Mississippi theater of the Civil War. As such, it
restores the First Kansas Colored Infantry to its rightful place in American history.

Composed primarily of former slaves, the First Kansas Colored saw major combat in Missouri, Indian
Territory, and Arkansas. Ian Michael Spurgeon draws upon a wealth of little-known sources—including
soldiers’ pension applications—to chart the intersection of race and military service, and to reveal the
regiment’s role in countering white prejudices by defying stereotypes. Despite naysayers’ bigoted
predictions—and a merciless slaughter at the Battle of Poison Spring—these black soldiers proved
themselves as capable as their white counterparts, and so helped shape the evolving attitudes of leading
politicians, such as Kansas senator James Henry Lane and President Abraham Lincoln. A long-overdue
reconstruction of the regiment’s remarkable combat record, Spurgeon’s book brings to life the men of the
First Kansas Colored Infantry in their doubly desperate battle against the Confederate forces and skepticism
within Union ranks.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Butler:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Soldiers in the Army of Freedom:
The 1st Kansas Colored, the Civil War's First African American Combat Unit (Campaigns and Commanders
Series) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want
and want in this era.

Joseph Haner:

This Soldiers in the Army of Freedom: The 1st Kansas Colored, the Civil War's First African American
Combat Unit (Campaigns and Commanders Series) are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The main reason of this Soldiers in the Army of Freedom: The 1st Kansas Colored, the Civil
War's First African American Combat Unit (Campaigns and Commanders Series) can be among the great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with
information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Soldiers in
the Army of Freedom: The 1st Kansas Colored, the Civil War's First African American Combat Unit
(Campaigns and Commanders Series) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Patricia Whetsel:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read
you can spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Soldiers in the Army of Freedom: The 1st Kansas
Colored, the Civil War's First African American Combat Unit (Campaigns and Commanders Series) it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but
this book provides high quality.



Marilyn Fox:

This Soldiers in the Army of Freedom: The 1st Kansas Colored, the Civil War's First African American
Combat Unit (Campaigns and Commanders Series) is completely new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Soldiers in the Army
of Freedom: The 1st Kansas Colored, the Civil War's First African American Combat Unit (Campaigns and
Commanders Series) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of
book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone,
yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life
along with knowledge.
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