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China’s history in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries has often been framed as a long coda of
imperial decline, played out during its last dynasty, the Qing. Quest for Power presents a sweeping
reappraisal of this narrative. Stephen Halsey traces the origins of China’s great-power status in the twentieth
century to this era of supposed decadence and decay. Threats from European and Japanese imperialism and
the growing prospect of war triggered China’s most innovative state-building efforts since the Qing
dynasty’s founding in the mid-1600s.

Through a combination of imitation and experimentation, a new form of political organization took root in
China between 1850 and 1949 that shared features with modern European governments. Like them, China
created a military-fiscal state to ensure security in a hostile international arena. The Qing Empire extended its
administrative reach by expanding the bureaucracy and creating a modern police force. It poured funds into
the military, commissioning ironclad warships, reorganizing the army, and promoting the development of an
armaments industry. State-built telegraph and steamship networks transformed China’s communication and
transportation infrastructure. Increasingly, Qing officials described their reformist policies through a new
vocabulary of sovereignty?a Western concept that has been a cornerstone of Chinese statecraft ever since. As
Halsey shows, the success of the Chinese military-fiscal state after 1850 enabled China to avoid wholesale
colonization at the hands of Europe and Japan and laid the foundation for its emergence as a global power in
the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Tyron Lenahan:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book Quest for Power: European Imperialism and the
Making of Chinese Statecraft was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Quest for Power: European
Imperialism and the Making of Chinese Statecraft is not only giving you more new information but also to
become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship with the book Quest for Power: European Imperialism and the Making of Chinese
Statecraft. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Charles Frye:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Quest for Power: European Imperialism and the Making of Chinese
Statecraft book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer regarding Quest for Power: European Imperialism and the Making of Chinese
Statecraft content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Quest for
Power: European Imperialism and the Making of Chinese Statecraft is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Helen Richards:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take Quest for Power: European Imperialism and the Making of Chinese Statecraft
as your daily resource information.

Stephen Redmond:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill
your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If



you want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Quest for Power: European Imperialism and
the Making of Chinese Statecraft can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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