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At the turn of the last millennium, a powerful Native American civilization emerged and flourished in the
American Midwest. By A.D. 1050 the population of its capital city, Cahokia, was larger than that of London.
Without the use of the wheel, beasts of burden, or metallurgy, its technology was of the Stone Age, yet its
culture fostered widespread commerce, refined artistic expression, and monumental architecture. The model
for this urbane world was nothing less than the cosmos itself. The climax of their ritual center was a four-
tiered pyramid covering fourteen acre rising a hundred feet into the sky--the tallest structure in the United
States until 1867. This beautifully illustrated book traces the history of this six-square-mile area in the central
Mississippi Valley from the Big Bang to the present.

Chappell seeks to answer fundamental questions about this unique, yet still relatively unknown space, which
was designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1982. How did this swampy land become so amenable to
human life? Who were the remarkable people who lived here before the Europeans came? Why did the
whole civilization disappear so rapidly? What became of the land in the centuries after the Mississippians
abandoned it? And finally, what can we learn about ourselves as we look into the changing meaning of
Cahokia through the ages?

To explore these questions, Chappell probes a wide range of sources, including the work of astronomers,
geographers, geologists, anthropologists, and archaeologists. Archival photographs and newspaper accounts,
as well as interviews with those who work at the site and Native Americans on their annual pilgrimage to the
site, bring the story up to the present.
Tying together these many threads, Chappell weaves a rich tale of how different people conferred their
values on the same piece of land and how the transformed landscape, in turn, inspired different values in
them-cultural, spiritual, agricultural, economic, and humanistic.
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From reader reviews:

Mary McHugh:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this Cahokia: Mirror of the Cosmos book as
beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Wendy Clark:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Cahokia: Mirror of the Cosmos book is readable by you who hate the perfect word
style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding Cahokia: Mirror of
the Cosmos content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Cahokia:
Mirror of the Cosmos is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Edward Chavez:

The publication untitled Cahokia: Mirror of the Cosmos is the book that recommended to you you just read.
You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book,
and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Cahokia:
Mirror of the Cosmos from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Lorraine Bryant:

Cahokia: Mirror of the Cosmos can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend
that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Cahokia: Mirror of the Cosmos
however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage
of crucial contemplating.
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