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The history of mountaineering has long served as a metaphor for civilization triumphant. Once upon a time,
the Alps were an inaccessible habitat of specters and dragons, until heroic men—pioneers of
enlightenment—scaled their summits, classified their strata and flora, and banished the phantoms forever. A
fascinating interdisciplinary study of the first ascents of the major Alpine peaks and Mount Everest, The
Summits of Modern Man surveys the far-ranging significance of our encounters with the world’s most
alluring and forbidding heights.

Our obsession with “who got to the top first” may have begun in 1786, the year Jacques Balmat and Michel-
Gabriel Paccard climbed Mont Blanc and inaugurated an era in which Romantic notions of the sublime
spurred climbers’ aspirations. In the following decades, climbing lost its revolutionary cachet as it became
associated instead with bourgeois outdoor leisure. Still, the mythic stories of mountaineers, threaded through
with themes of imperialism, masculinity, and ascendant Western science and culture, seized the imagination
of artists and historians well into the twentieth century, providing grist for stage shows, poetry, films, and
landscape paintings.

Today, we live on the threshold of a hot planet, where melting glaciers and rising sea levels create
ambivalence about the conquest of nature. Long after Hillary and Tenzing’s ascent of Everest, though, the
image of modern man supreme on the mountaintop retains its currency. Peter Hansen’s exploration of these
persistent images indicates how difficult it is to imagine our relationship with nature in terms other than
domination.
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From reader reviews:

Leon Fisher:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular The Summits of
Modern Man: Mountaineering after the Enlightenment is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Joseph Davis:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Summits of
Modern Man: Mountaineering after the Enlightenment, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Concepcion Bass:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
lots of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is actually The Summits of Modern Man: Mountaineering after the Enlightenment.

Tessa Krieger:

This The Summits of Modern Man: Mountaineering after the Enlightenment is great e-book for you because
the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can
claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having The Summits of Modern Man: Mountaineering after the Enlightenment in your hand like
having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you
world within ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya



Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?
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