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With research sourced by the world's greatest libraries, Robbins has compiled a rational, balanced history of
300 years of horror concentrated primarily in Western Europe. Spanning from the 15th century through the
18th century, the witch-hunt frenzy marks a period of suppressed rational thought; never before have so
many been so wrong. To better understand this phenomenon, Robbins examines how the meaning of "witch"
has evolved and exposes the true nature of witchcraft—a topic widely discussed in popular culture, though
remarkably misunderstood.

First published in 1959, Robbins' encyclopedia remains the most authoritative and comprehensive body of
information about witchcraft and demonology ever compiled in a single volume. Lavishly acclaimed in
academic and popular reviews, this full-scale compendium of fact, history, and legend covers about every
phase of this fascinating subject from its origins in the medieval times to its last eruptions in the 18th
century. Accompanying the text are 250 illustrations from rare books, contemporary prints, and old
manuscripts, many of which have been published here for the first time.

Rossell Hope Robbins (1912-1990), an acknowledged authority on witchcraft, was one of the half-dozen
Americans ever elected Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature. He authored over a dozen books and
nearly 200 articles, including the definitive introduction to the catalogue of the Witchcraft Collection at
Cornell University Library in 1979. He was a Commonwealth Fellow, Canada Council Professor, and he
received grants from the Modern Language Association of America and from the American Council of
Learned Societies. He also served as Chairman of the Middle English Division of the MLA, President of the
Medieval Club of New York, research associate at Harvard and Columbia Universities. Robbins has lectured
extensively on medieval topics and witchcraft at universities throughout the world.
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From reader reviews:

Mary McHugh:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider if
those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take The Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft & Demonology as your daily
resource information.

Christopher Decker:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft & Demonology can be great
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

William Black:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft &
Demonology e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Encyclopedia Of
Witchcraft & Demonology as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-
book that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening
to an additional sixth sense.

Rosa Felton:

This The Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft & Demonology is great reserve for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
The Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft & Demonology in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen



minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do
you still doubt which?
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