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Big, attention-grabbing numbers are frequently used in policy debates and media reporting: "At least
200,000-250,000 people died in the war in Bosnia." "There are three million child soldiers in Africa." "More
than 650,000 civilians have been killed as a result of the U.S. occupation of Iraq." "Between 600,000 and
800,000 women are trafficked across borders every year." "Money laundering represents as much as 10
percent of global GDP." "Internet child porn is a $20 billion-a-year industry."

Peter Andreas and Kelly M. Greenhill see only one problem: these numbers are probably false. Their
continued use and abuse reflect a much larger and troubling pattern: policymakers and the media naively or
deliberately accept highly politicized and questionable statistical claims about activities that are extremely
difficult to measure. As a result, we too often become trapped by these mythical numbers, with perverse and
counterproductive consequences.

This problem exists in myriad policy realms. But it is particularly pronounced in statistics related to the
politically charged realms of global crime and conflict-numbers of people killed in massacres and during
genocides, the size of refugee flows, the magnitude of the illicit global trade in drugs and human beings, and
so on. InSex, Drugs, and Body Counts, political scientists, anthropologists, sociologists, and policy analysts
critically examine the murky origins of some of these statistics and trace their remarkable proliferation. They
also assess the standard metrics used to evaluate policy effectiveness in combating problems such as terrorist
financing, sex trafficking, and the drug trade.

Contributors:Peter Andreas, Brown University; Thomas J. Biersteker, Graduate Institute of International
and Development Studies-Geneva; Sue E. Eckert, Brown University; David A. Feingold, Ophidian Research
Institute and UNESCO; H. Richard Friman, Marquette University; Kelly M. Greenhill, Tufts University and
Harvard University; John Hagan, Northwestern University; Lara J. Nettelfield, Institut Barcelona D'Estudis
Internacionals and Simon Fraser University; Wenona Rymond-Richmond, University of Massachusetts
Amherst; Winifred Tate, Colby College; Kay B. Warren, Brown University
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From reader reviews:

Paul Skeens:

The feeling that you get from Sex, Drugs, and Body Counts: The Politics of Numbers in Global Crime and
Conflict is a more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Sex, Drugs, and Body Counts: The
Politics of Numbers in Global Crime and Conflict giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys
their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy
to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you
for having this specific Sex, Drugs, and Body Counts: The Politics of Numbers in Global Crime and Conflict
instantly.

Charles Carter:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read.
If you want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Sex, Drugs, and Body Counts: The Politics
of Numbers in Global Crime and Conflict can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to
you.

Marie Clemmer:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be examine. Sex, Drugs, and Body Counts: The Politics of Numbers in Global Crime and
Conflict can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Andrea Lampkin:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and Sex, Drugs, and Body Counts: The Politics of Numbers
in Global Crime and Conflict as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Sex, Drugs, and Body Counts: The Politics of Numbers in Global Crime



and Conflict to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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