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Since World War II, the United States has been engaged in near-constant military conflict abroad, often with
ill-defined objectives, ineffectual strategy, and uncertain benefits. In this era of limited congressional
oversight and “wars of choice,” the executive and the armed services have shared the primary responsibility
for making war. The negotiations between presidents and their generals thus grow ever more significant, and
understanding them becomes essential.

Matthew Moten traces a sweeping history of the evolving roles of civilian and military leaders in conducting
war, demonstrating how war strategy and national security policy shifted as political and military institutions
developed, and how they were shaped by leaders’ personalities. Early presidents established the principle of
military subordination to civil government, and from the Civil War to World War II the president’s role as
commander-in-chief solidified, with an increasingly professionalized military offering its counsel. But
General Douglas MacArthur’s insubordination to President Harry Truman during the Korean War put
political-military tensions on public view. Subsequent presidents selected generals who would ally
themselves with administration priorities. Military commanders in Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan did just
that?and the results were poorly conceived policy and badly executed strategy.

The most effective historical collaborations between presidents and their generals were built on mutual
respect for military expertise and civilian authority, and a willingness to negotiate with candor and
competence. Upon these foundations, future soldiers and statesmen can ensure effective decision-making in
the event of war and bring us closer to the possibility of peace.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Gadson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question
since just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Presidents and Their Generals: An
American History of Command in War to read.

Lily Spivey:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
Presidents and Their Generals: An American History of Command in War.

Matthew Hansen:

The e-book with title Presidents and Their Generals: An American History of Command in War includes a
lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new
era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Randall Wilmes:

Precisely why? Because this Presidents and Their Generals: An American History of Command in War is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with
the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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