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A century and a half after the publication of Origin of Species, evolutionary thinking has expanded beyond
the field of biology to include virtually all human-related subjects?anthropology, archeology, psychology,
economics, religion, morality, politics, culture, and art. Now a distinguished scholar offers the first
comprehensive account of the evolutionary origins of art and storytelling. Brian Boyd explains why we tell
stories, how our minds are shaped to understand them, and what difference an evolutionary understanding of
human nature makes to stories we love.

Art is a specifically human adaptation, Boyd argues. It offers tangible advantages for human survival, and it
derives from play, itself an adaptation widespread among more intelligent animals. More particularly, our
fondness for storytelling has sharpened social cognition, encouraged cooperation, and fostered creativity.

After considering art as adaptation, Boyd examines Homer’s Odyssey and Dr. Seuss’s Horton Hears a Who!
demonstrating how an evolutionary lens can offer new understanding and appreciation of specific works.
What triggers our emotional engagement with these works? What patterns facilitate our responses? The need
to hold an audience’s attention, Boyd underscores, is the fundamental problem facing all storytellers.
Enduring artists arrive at solutions that appeal to cognitive universals: an insight out of step with
contemporary criticism, which obscures both the individual and universal. Published for the bicentenary of
Darwin’s birth and the 150th anniversary of the publication of Origin of Species, Boyd’s study embraces a
Darwinian view of human nature and art, and offers a credo for a new humanism.
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From reader reviews:

Ilene Venne:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This On the Origin of Stories: Evolution, Cognition, and Fiction book is readable by
simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
involving On the Origin of Stories: Evolution, Cognition, and Fiction content conveys the thought easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different as it. So , do you still thinking On the Origin of Stories: Evolution, Cognition, and Fiction is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Dennis Taylor:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
long to reading a publication. The book On the Origin of Stories: Evolution, Cognition, and Fiction it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading
this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high
quality.

Samuel Ware:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be learn. On the Origin of Stories: Evolution, Cognition, and Fiction can be your
answer because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Maria Mariani:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this On the Origin of Stories: Evolution, Cognition, and Fiction can make you



experience more interested to read.
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