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“Paul Gaston has crafted a balanced, thoughtful explanation of accreditation. With higher education
changing faster than it has at any period in its history, Gaston’s book is a must-read to understand the sea
change impacting higher education and how accreditation can impact our future."?Robert G. Frank,
President, The University of New Mexico

“There is a remarkable lack of awareness of the considerable work of the past twenty-five years in
assessment of learning, in shifting to student-centered pedagogies, in explicit formulation of learning
outcomes, and in developing continuous improvement processes in higher education. Paul Gaston is
absolutely right that higher education needs to articulate a shared vision of our work and its significance for
the nation. Without such a vision, the issues will be framed by others who are less well-informed, and the
policy consequences will be?and have been?unfortunate. Paul Gaston’s thoughtful book gives us a balanced
assessment of American higher-education accreditation and recommends a measured set of reforms to meet
the challenges of this new era.”?Eduardo M. Ochoa, President, California State University, Monterey Bay,
and former U.S. Assistant Secretary for Postsecondary Education

Is the accreditation system “broken” as claimed by successive Secretaries of Education and some recent
reports?

This book addresses this question head-on, asking whether accreditation is indeed in need of radical reform,
and whether the agencies’ authority should be curtailed; or whether in fact the changes now underway – that
accrediting agencies contend ensure rigorous and consistent standards and degrees that are a reliable gauge
of student attainment – are moving the academy and the nation in the right direction.

In a sweeping and ambitious book, Paul Gaston deploys his knowledge and experience as a peer reviewer for
three regional accrediting agencies, a former board member and chair of the Association of Specialized and
Professional Accreditors, and his involvement in the early stages of the Council for Higher Education
Accreditation, to go beyond the polemics to explore whether a strategy that builds on the emerging values
and good practices can achieve the substantive and positive improvements the public is demanding.

He undertakes a dispassionate analysis of the arguments and recommendations of critics and supporters of
the current direction of accreditation to identify common ground and explore constructive ways forward,
paying specific attention to current and potential reforms of the three sectors of higher education
accreditation: the seven regional accrediting associations, the national accreditors, and programmatic, or
“specialized” accreditation.

Heconcludes by outlining a comprehensive approach to reform that would result in a higher education
accreditation structure more cost effective, more efficient, more transparent and accountable, and more
responsive to institutional and public needs.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Marsh:

Often the book Higher Education Accreditation: How It's Changing, Why It Must will bring someone to the
new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Higher Education Accreditation: How It's
Changing, Why It Must is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Rosemary Lafleur:

Beside that Higher Education Accreditation: How It's Changing, Why It Must in your phone, it may give you
a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may
got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Higher Education Accreditation: How It's Changing, Why It Must because
this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and
also read it from today!

Paul Avila:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
internal or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Higher Education Accreditation: How It's Changing, Why It Must can make you
feel more interested to read.

Kerstin Torres:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of
news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
of the Higher Education Accreditation: How It's Changing, Why It Must when you necessary it?
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