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It was November 1806. The explorers had gone without food for one day, then two. Their leader, not yet
thirty, drove on, determined to ascend the great mountain. Waist deep in snow, he reluctantly turned back.
But Zebulon Pike had not been defeated. His name remained on the unclimbed peak-and new adventures lay
ahead of him and his republic.

In Citizen Explorer, historian Jared Orsi provides the first modern biography of this soldier and explorer,
who rivaled contemporaries Meriwether Lewis and William Clark. Born in 1779, Pike joined the army and
served in frontier posts in the Ohio River valley before embarking on a series of astonishing expeditions. He
sought the headwaters of the Mississippi and later the sources of the Arkansas and Red Rivers, which led
him to Pike's Peak and capture by Spanish forces. Along the way, he met Aaron Burr and General James
Wilkinson; Auguste and Pierre Couteau, patriarchs of St. Louis's most powerful fur-trading family, who
sought to make themselves indispensible to Jefferson's administration; as well as British fur-traders, Native
Americans, and officers of the Spanish empire, all of whom resisted the expansion of the United States.
Through Pike's life, Orsi examines how American nationalism thinned as it stretched west, from the
Jeffersonian idealism on the Atlantic to a practical, materialist sensibility on the frontier. Surveying and
gathering data, Pike sought to incorporate these distant territories into the republic, to overlay the west with
the American map grid; yet he became increasingly dependent for survival on people who had no attachment
to the nation he served. He eventually died in that service, in a victorious battle in the War of 1812.

Written from an environmental perspective, rich in cultural and political context, Citizen Explorer is a state-
of-the-art biography of a remarkable man.
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From reader reviews:

James Sharpton:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled
Citizen Explorer: The Life of Zebulon Pike? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Angel Martinez:

This Citizen Explorer: The Life of Zebulon Pike book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is
in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of Citizen Explorer: The Life of Zebulon Pike without we understand teach the one who looking at
it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Citizen Explorer: The Life of Zebulon Pike
can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have
it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Citizen Explorer: The Life of Zebulon Pike having good
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Miguel Sherman:

Citizen Explorer: The Life of Zebulon Pike can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Citizen Explorer: The Life of
Zebulon Pike but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
pondering.

David Wilkens:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Citizen Explorer: The Life of Zebulon Pike
can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading
in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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