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An examination of the development of modern medical treatment of women and the related history of
women's health in the mid-1800s. McGregor looks not only at the medical figure who devised and practiced
the innovative therapies, but also at the history of the patient experience in the development and the
professionalization of the medical specialty. In exploring the controversial career of J. Marion Sims, "the
father of gynaecology", and the history of the Woman's Hospital of the State of New York, McGregor
chronicles the emergence of a practice involving previously untried medical techniques and the use of
experimentation on patients according to a social hierarchy based on race and sex. Using patient records and
archival material from the female governors and administrators at the hospital, the study shows how a new
medical practice developed out of the changing patterns and historical experiences of childbirth, as well as
out of the context of the social relations of the sexes. Sim's patients were slave women in the antebellum
South, poor Irish immigrants in the industrial North, and upper-class white, Protestant, Manhattan socialites
who sought help for their "hysterical" symptoms. During his career, which began in the South and flourished
at the Women's Hospital in New York, Sims performed and perfected his technique to "cure" vesico-vaginal
fistulas, the tears of childbirth, from which so many women suffered. But Sims achieved these successes on
the operating table only after years of practising his "silver suture" technique on unanaesthetized slave
women, who he believed "by the nature of their race ...had a specific physiological tolerance for pain
unknown to whites".
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Crane:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject From
Midwives to Medicine: The Birth of American Gynecology suitable to you? The book was written by well
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled From Midwives to Medicine: The Birth of American
Gynecologyis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a
lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In
order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Edward Johnson:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this From Midwives to Medicine: The Birth of American Gynecology, it is possible to tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading
a reserve.

Iona Calhoun:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like From Midwives to Medicine:
The Birth of American Gynecology which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
notice.

Eun Russell:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book From Midwives to Medicine: The
Birth of American Gynecology to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill
is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a
book and learn it. Beside that the publication From Midwives to Medicine: The Birth of American



Gynecology can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of that time.
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