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Four Parts, No Waiting investigates the role that vernacular, barbershop-style close harmony has played in
American musical history, in American life, and in the American imagination. Starting with a discussion of
the first craze for Austrian four-part close harmony in the 1830s, Averill traces the popularity of this musical
form in minstrel shows, black recreational singing, vaudeville, early recordings, and in the barbershop
revival of the 1930s. In his exploration of barbershop, Averill uncovers a rich musical tradition--a hybrid of
black and white cultural forms, practiced by amateurs, and part of a mythologized vision of small-town
American life. Barbershop harmony played a central -- and overlooked -- role in the panorama of American
music. Averill demonstrates that the barbershop revival was part of a depression-era neo-Victorian revival,
spurred on by insecurities of economic and social change. Contemporary barbershop singing turns this
nostalgic vision into lived experience. Arguing that the "old songs" function as repositories of idealized
social memory, Averill reveals ideologies of gender, race, and class. This engagingly-written, often funny
book critiques the nostalgic myths (especially racial myths) that have surrounded the barbershop revival, but
also celebrates the civic-minded, participatory spirit of barbershop harmony. The contents of the CD have
been replaced by a companion website with helpful links, resources, and audio examples.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Marine:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like looking
at a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Four Parts, No Waiting: A Social History of American Barbershop Quartet
(American Musicspheres Series).

David Hernandez:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
go through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Four Parts, No Waiting: A Social History of American Barbershop Quartet
(American Musicspheres Series) provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Hazel Park:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Four Parts, No Waiting: A Social History
of American Barbershop Quartet (American Musicspheres Series) is simple to bring you can read it in the
park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the
printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in
your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Lawrence Gibbs:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book Four Parts, No Waiting: A Social History of American Barbershop Quartet (American
Musicspheres Series) we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative
person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to
change your life with this book Four Parts, No Waiting: A Social History of American Barbershop Quartet
(American Musicspheres Series). You can more pleasing than now.
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