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In America, the long 1950s were marked by an intense skepticism toward utopian alternatives to the existing
capitalist order. This skepticism was closely related to the climate of the Cold War, in which the
demonization of socialism contributed to a dismissal of all alternatives to capitalism. This book studies how
American novels and films of the long 1950s reflect the loss of the utopian imagination and mirror the
growing concern that capitalism brought routinization, alienation, and other dehumanizing consequences.
The volume relates the decline of the utopian vision to the rise of late capitalism, with its expanding
globalization and consumerism, and to the beginnings of postmodernism.

In addition to well-known literary novels, such as Nabokov's Lolita, Booker explores a large body of leftist
fiction, popular novels, and the films of Alfred Hitchcock and Walt Disney. The book argues that while the
canonical novels of the period employ a utopian aesthetic, that aesthetic tends to be very weak and is not
reinforced by content. The leftist novels, on the other hand, employ a realist aesthetic but are utopian in their
exploration of alternatives to capitalism. The study concludes that the utopian energies in cultural
productions of the long 1950s are very weak, and that these works tend to dismiss utopian thinking as
na^Dive or even sinister. The weak utopianism in these works tends to be reflected in characteristics
associated with postmodernism.
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From reader reviews:

Hubert Drummond:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know what one you should start with. This The Post-Utopian Imagination: American Culture in the
Long 1950s is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Christy Fowler:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Post-Utopian Imagination: American Culture in the Long
1950s can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Robert Holt:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Post-Utopian Imagination: American Culture in the Long 1950s the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get before. The The Post-Utopian Imagination: American Culture in the Long 1950s
giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for
your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body
and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Charles Sizemore:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you examine
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The
Post-Utopian Imagination: American Culture in the Long 1950s will give you new experience in studying a
book.
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