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In the eighteenth century, New Spaniards (colonial Mexicans) so lauded their nuns that they developed a
local tradition of visually opulent portraits, called monjas coronadas or “crowned nuns,” that picture their
subjects in regal trappings at the moment of their religious profession and in death. This study identifies
these portraits as markers of a vibrant and changing society that fused together indigenous and Euro-
Christian traditions and ritual practices to construct a new and complex religious identity that was unique to
New Spain.

To discover why crowned-nun portraits, and especially the profession portrait, were in such demand in New
Spain, this book offers a pioneering interpretation of these works as significant visual contributions to a local
counter-colonial discourse. James M. Córdova demonstrates that the portraits were a response to the Spanish
crown’s project to modify and modernize colonial society—a series of reforms instituted by the Bourbon
monarchs that threatened many nuns’ religious identities in New Spain. His analysis of the portraits’
rhetorical devices, which visually combined Euro-Christian and Mesoamerican notions of the sacred, shows
how they promoted local religious and cultural values as well as client-patron relations, all of which were
under scrutiny by the colonial Church. Combining visual evidence from images of the “crowned nun” with a
discussion of the nuns’ actual roles in society, Córdova reveals that nuns found their greatest agency as
Christ’s brides, a title through which they could, and did, challenge the Church’s authority when they found
it intolerable.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Tebo:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico:
Crowned-Nun Portraits and Reform in the Convent (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture
Publication Initiative). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important any book The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun Portraits and
Reform in the Convent (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative). You can add
information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Alberto Holbrook:

Here thing why this kind of The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun Portraits and Reform
in the Convent (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative) are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-
Nun Portraits and Reform in the Convent (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication
Initiative) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there
is no reserve that similar with The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun Portraits and Reform
in the Convent (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative). It gives you thrill
looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The
Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun Portraits and Reform in the Convent (Latin American
and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative) in e-book can be your substitute.

Charles Barton:

This The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun Portraits and Reform in the Convent (Latin
American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative) are usually reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico:
Crowned-Nun Portraits and Reform in the Convent (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture
Publication Initiative) can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun
Portraits and Reform in the Convent (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking
that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.



Jeff Jones:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many
books in the top record in your reading list will be The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun
Portraits and Reform in the Convent (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative).
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person.
By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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