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A major revision of our understanding of long-range bombing, this book examines how Anglo-American
ideas about "strategic" bombing were formed and implemented. It argues that ideas about bombing civilian
targets rested on--and gained validity from--widespread but substantially erroneous assumptions about the
nature of modern industrial societies and their vulnerability to aerial bombardment. These assumptions were
derived from the social and political context of the day and were maintained largely through cognitive error
and bias. Tami Davis Biddle explains how air theorists, and those influenced by them, came to believe that
strategic bombing would be an especially effective coercive tool and how they responded when their
assumptions were challenged.

Biddle analyzes how a particular interpretation of the World War I experience, together with airmen's
organizational interests, shaped interwar debates about strategic bombing and preserved conceptions of its
potentially revolutionary character. This flawed interpretation as well as a failure to anticipate
implementation problems were revealed as World War II commenced. By then, the British and Americans
had invested heavily in strategic bombing. They saw little choice but to try to solve the problems in real time
and make long-range bombing as effective as possible.

Combining narrative with analysis, this book presents the first-ever comparative history of British and
American strategic bombing from its origins through 1945. In examining the ideas and rhetoric on which
strategic bombing depended, it offers critical insights into the validity and robustness of those ideas--not only
as they applied to World War II but as they apply to contemporary warfare.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Ellefson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare:
The Evolution of British and American Ideas about Strategic Bombing, 1914-1945 (Princeton Studies in
International History and Politics), you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Beverly Ingram:

This Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare: The Evolution of British and American Ideas about Strategic
Bombing, 1914-1945 (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) is brand-new way for you who
has attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare: The Evolution of British and American Ideas about Strategic Bombing,
1914-1945 (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) can be the light food for yourself because
the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-
book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Thomas Gonzalez:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare: The Evolution of
British and American Ideas about Strategic Bombing, 1914-1945 (Princeton Studies in International History
and Politics) can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have factor that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Rhetoric and Reality in Air
Warfare: The Evolution of British and American Ideas about Strategic Bombing, 1914-1945 (Princeton
Studies in International History and Politics).



Donna Muniz:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By book
Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare: The Evolution of British and American Ideas about Strategic Bombing,
1914-1945 (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) we can get more advantage. Don't that
you be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Rhetoric and Reality in Air
Warfare: The Evolution of British and American Ideas about Strategic Bombing, 1914-1945 (Princeton
Studies in International History and Politics). You can more pleasing than now.
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