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In exploring the formation of Spanglish, award-winning essayist Ilan Stavans reflects on,
andalso codifies, the most transforming linguisticphenomena in America in the last one
hundredyears -- one that may predict our future as a nation and that of our entire hemisphere.

No tool is more useful in understanding the changes inculture than language. In today's America,
communicationis built around inclusion and efficiency, and this is no more apparent than in the blending of
the two most spoken languages in the United States: English and Spanish.

Spanish, the nation's unofficial second language, isimmediately obvious and audible on airwaves and
mediascreens, streets and classrooms, from one coast to the other. But el español has not spread on this side
of the Atlantic in its unadulterated Iberian form. Instead it is metastasizing into something altogether new: an
astonishingly creative code of communication known as Spanglish, which in large part is the result of
sweeping demographic changes, globalization, and the newly emergent "Latin Fever" that is sweeping the
country. It is used predominantly by people of Hispanic descent but is also embraced by others in the United
States, the Americas as a whole, and even Spain.

Naturally controversial, Spanglish outrages English-language-only proponents, who seek to ban all
languages other than English north of the Rio Grande. Equal in their outrage are Spanish-language purists
and the supporters of the Royal Academy of the Spanish Language in Madrid, as they deem Spanglish a
cancer to their precious and centuries-old tongue. With elegance and erudition, Ilan Stavans reflects on the
verbal rift that has given birth to Spanglish. He fascinatingly shows the historical tensions between the
British and Spanish Empires, and how in 1588, with the sinking of the grand Spanish Armada, the rivalry
between the two empires was solidified, and to this day, the differences in religion and culture continue their
fight linguistically.

He ponders major historical events, such as the Guadalupe Hidalgo Treaty of 1848 and the Spanish-
American War fifty years later, as agents of radical linguistic change, although, as he rightly states, it is in
the second half of the twentieth century that Spanglish sped into our daily reality.

Stavans also points out the similarities and differencesSpanglish has with Yiddish, so thoroughly blending
intothe American vocabulary, and the much-debated Ebonics, which made headlines in the early 1990s as a
uniquelyAfrican American blend of proper English and urban slang.Ultimately, Stavans deftly proves that
the manner in whicha language stays alive is through mutation and that itssurvival doesn't depend on
academies but on the averageperson's need for expression. This explains why it is increasingly used not only
in kitchens and school but in music, TV, film, and literature, all expressions of the American collective soul.

Coupled with Stavans's insights is a substantial lexicon that shows the breadth and ingenuity of this growing
vocabulary -- at times, semantically obvious, then also surprisingly inventive. An ingenious translation into
Spanglish of the first chapter of Don Quixote de La Mancha comes as a bonus. The added impact proves that
Spanglish is more than a language -- it is the perfect metaphor for an America that is a hybrid, a sum of parts.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Snyder:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Spanglish: The Making of a New
American Language (Spanish Edition) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Wayne Sutphin:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a e-book. The book Spanglish: The Making of a New American Language (Spanish Edition) it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
possesses high quality.

Charles Shrader:

This Spanglish: The Making of a New American Language (Spanish Edition) is great publication for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can say
no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Spanglish: The Making of a New American Language (Spanish Edition) in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that
offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Hattie Adkins:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Spanglish: The Making of a New
American Language (Spanish Edition) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy
to read it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like



to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the publication Spanglish: The Making of a New American
Language (Spanish Edition) can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with
what must you're doing of these time.
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